Dear M. CQurth:

Thank you for your attendance at the public neeting of
the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion on August 15, 2001, in
Keokuk, | owa.

We wel cone hearing various viewpoints on the many
attributes of the M ssissippi River. The varied m ssions
of the Corps of Engineers reflect the public interest as
determ ned and aut horized by Congress. The G vil Wrks
m ssion of the Corps includes navigation, environnental
restoration, flood protection, and recreation. Generally,
our greatest challenge is the equitable bal ancing of these
m ssi ons anong the diverse interests of the citizens of the
upper M ssissippi Valley.

On August 2, 2001, the Director of Gvil Wrks
instructed the Corps of Engineers to resune the Upper
M ssissippi Rver- Illinois Waterway System Navi gati on
Study. The refocused study will develop a plan to be used
as a framework for the environnmental sustainability of the
river’s navigation system ecosystem and flood plain.

We recogni ze that sedinentation is considered by many
to be the nost severe environnmental problemon the Upper
M ssi ssippi River System The Corps of Engineers is
working closely with State and Federal agencies to address
this conplex problem The Rock Island District wll
provi de you a copy of the recently conpl eted Habitat Needs
Assessnent report that highlights sedinentation probl ens as
wel | as other topics of concern within the Upper
M ssi ssi ppi River Basin.
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Your interest in Mssissippi River Comm ssion
activities is appreciated. W |look forward to hearing from
you at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee,
M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conm ssion



