Dear M. Nor man:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during our public nmeeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri.

The Corps of Engineers is a water resource and engi neering
agency dedi cated to maintaining a proper and heal thy bal ance of
the multi-uses of the waterways. The Corps recognizes that
along with economc stability and growth, the environnent
directly inpacts the quality of life enjoyed by those living
in the area.

In response to your comments regarding the navigation
study, on August 2, 2001, the Director of Cvil Wrks, on behalf
of the Chief of Engineers and the Assistant Secretary of the
Arny for Cvil Wrks, instructed the Corps of Engineers to
resunme the Upper M ssissippi River-Illinois Waterway System
Navi gati on Study. The refocused study will develop a plan to
be used as a franework for the environnental sustainability of
the river's navigation system ecosystem and floodpl ain manage-
ment, while preserving the operational characteristics of each.
A col | aborative process is underway with all stakehol ders of
the Upper M ssissippi River to prepare an interimreport on a
conpr ehensi ve managenent plan by July 2002 with a final report
due | ater

The National Federal Senior Principals Task Force was
establ i shed by the Corps of Engineers to provide national-Ievel
bal ance and gui dance on inportant econom ¢ and environnenta



issues to assist in bringing this study to conpletion and to
advi se the Corps on appropriate study adjustnents to address

t he National Research Council recommendations. The Principals
G oup includes senior Washi ngton adm nistrators of the Maritine
Adm ni stration, the Agricultural Marketing Service of the U S.
Department of Agriculture, the Fish and Wldlife Service, the
Environnental Protection Agency, and the Corps of Engineers.
The Corps intends to continue to involve this group throughout
the life of this study. A regional version of the group al so
provi des Federal interagency input for the study. As Conmander
of the Corps' Mssissippi Valley Division, | amchairman of this
Regi onal | nteragency Wrk G oup.

The Corps will continue its efforts to neet the fl ood
control, navigation, and environnental needs in the M ssissipp
Vall ey. Qur success is largely attributable to a strong
partnership with local interests and groups such as yours.

Thank you again for your participation at our St. Louis
meeting. The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your views and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



