Dear M. Neff:

Thank you for your attendance at the public neeting of
the M ssissippi R ver Comm ssion on August 15, 2001, in
Keokuk, | owa.

We wel cone hearing various viewpoints on the many
attributes of the M ssissippi River. The varied m ssions
of the Corps of Engineers reflect the public interest as
determ ned and aut horized by Congress. The G vil Wrks
m ssion of the Corps includes navigation, environnental
restoration, flood protection, and recreation. Generally,
our greatest challenge is the equitable bal ancing of these
m ssi ons anong the diverse interests of the citizens of the
upper M ssissippi Vall ey.

You are correct in that the Corps of Engi neers has not
been funded for the Challenge 21 Program A Conprehensive
Plan for the Upper Mssissippi Rver and Illinois Waterway
System was aut hori zed by the Water Resources Devel opnent
Act of 1999 to address system c flood damage reduction and
rel ated water resource problens, including ecosystem
restoration and inprovenents, in the Upper M ssissippi and
I1linois Rivers. At this tinme the plan has not been funded
by Congress.

Your interest in M ssissippi R ver Commi ssion
activities is appreciated. W |ook forward to hearing from
you at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee,
M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



