Dear M. Neel d:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Hannibal,
M ssouri, on August 14, 2003.

In your statenent you provided comments concerning three
Upper M ssissippi River Systemprojects: (1) the Upper
M ssissippi Rver—Illinois Waterway System Navi gati on
Feasibility Study (hereinafter referred to as the “Navigation
Study”), (2) the Upper M ssissippi R ver System Fl ow Frequency
Study, and (3) the Upper M ssissippi River Conprehensive Pl an
(1999 WRDA Conpr ehensi ve Fl oodpl ai n Study).

The Navigation Study has been restructured to give equal
consideration to fish and wildlife resources and navigation
i nprovenent planning consistent with recommendati ons fromthe
Nati onal Research Council and the Federal Principals Goup. The
primary goals are to reduce or elimnate commercial traffic
del ays and to inprove the national and regi onal economc
conditions while restoring, protecting, and enhancing the
environnment. The original study boundaries were extended to
allow for the evaluation of managenent actions across the entire
fl oodplain area. Floodplain issues as they relate to the
navi gati on system have been identified and discussed with
st akehol ders, but they are not a prinmary area of concentration
for Navigation Study alternatives.
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Addi tional information concerning the Navigation Study can
be found on the study’s website | ocated at:
http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml/unr-iwwsns/. Please refer to the
July 2003 Status Report in the “Newsletters and Status Reports”
section of the website for a detailed description of the
tentative alternatives and the decision process that will |ead
to the selection of a final recommended plan. The full economc
and environnmental eval uations necessary to support a potenti al
recomrendati on for construction of navigation inprovenents and

i npl ement ati on of ecosystemrestoration neasures will be
conpl eted by COctober 2003. These tentative alternative plans
Wl be presented at a series of public neetings in October 2003

to gain public input prior to making a final recomendati on.
The Septenber 2003 study newsletter, also provided on the



study’s website in the “Newsletters and Status Reports” section,
provi des dates and | ocations for the public neetings. The final
feasibility report is currently scheduled for conpletion in
2004.

The purpose of the Flow Frequency Study was to devel op fl ow
frequencies for the main-stem upper M ssissippi, |ower Mssouri,
and Illinois Rivers and to update flood profiles. Study
products include updated digital floodplain elevation data,
fl ow-frequency rel ationshi ps, UNET hydraulic nodels, and stage-
frequency rel ationships. New flood frequency water surface
profiles will be used by the Corps of Engi neers and ot her
Federal and state agenci es.

The updat ed fl ow frequency information is al so being used
to evaluate fl ood damage reducti on needs on the upper
M ssissippi River along with alternative plans to address those
needs. The primary enphasis of the Conprehensive Plan is flood
damage reduction. It also will address Regi onal Econom c
Devel opnent using input gained at a series of recent neetings.
The study teamw ||l continue to work closely w th stakehol ders
regarding alternative plans.

The M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion appreciates your comments
and concerns for the aforenenti oned studi es addressing the
econonm ¢, social, and environnmental sustainability of the Upper
M ssi ssippi River System Corps personnel will continue to work
closely with their partners and stakeholders to ensure that the
Upper M ssissippi River Systemcontinues to be a nationally
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significant ecosystemand a nationally significant commercia
navi gati on system as desi gnated by Congress.

We | ook forward to hearing fromyou at our future public
meet i ngs.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi



Ri ver Comm ssi on



