
Dear Dr. Nassar: 
 
 Thank you for the statement filed during the public   
meeting of the Mississippi River Commission in Cairo, Illinois, 
on March 4, 2002, regarding the  Lower Mississippi River 
Resource Assessment. 
 
 The Commission recognizes the key role of the Lower 
Mississippi River Conservation Committee in obtaining authority 
for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to perform the Lower 
Mississippi River Resource Assessment in Section 402 of the  
Water Resources Development Act of 2000.  The Commission agrees 
this assessment is much needed and fully supports its funding.  
However, with many interests competing for the Federal dollar, 
the funding level in the General Investigations appropriation  
was not sufficient in the Fiscal Year 2003 President’s budget 
request to include new start funding for this effort.  
 

The Corps will continue to work with you and the Governors 
to provide professional and specific information relative to 
developing the proposed assessment.  We look forward to 
receiving your views at our future public meetings. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Edwin J. Arnold, Jr. 

Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
President, Mississippi River 
  Commission 

 
      


