Dear Ms. Muench:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Alton,
I1linois, on August 15, 2002.

In your statenent you di scussed your concerns regarding
suf ficient operation and mai nt enance fundi ng, |ock
noder ni zation, and M ssouri R ver flows.

Al though critical operation and mai ntenance needs are
prioritized across the M ssissippi Valley D vision and
identified to higher Corps Headquarters and vari ous
st akehol ders, our ability to address these needs is dependent
on appropriations. The Corps appreciates your organization's
recognition of and support for additional operation and
mai nt enance funds to address backl og mai nt enance and over al
oper ati ons.

Rel ative to the | ock noderni zati on, we understand the
enphasi s of the Anerican Waterways Operators for tinely
infrastructure i nprovenents. The Upper M ssissippi River-
[I'linois Waterways (UVR-1W\ System Navi gati on Study has been
restructured to give equal consideration of fish and wildlife
resources and navigation inprovenment planning consistent with
recomendati ons fromthe National Research Council and the
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Federal Principals Goup. The restructured study will ensure
the UVR-1 WV system continues to be a nationally significant
ecosystem and a nationally significant commercial navigation
system as designated by Congress. The restructured study w ||
address the navigation efficiency needs of the UVR-1WV the
ongoi ng cunul ative effects of navigation, and the ecosystem
restoration needs with a goal of attaining an environnentally
sust ai nabl e navi gati on system The full econom ¢ and

envi ronnment al eval uati ons necessary to support a potenti al
recommendation for construction of navigation inprovenents and
i npl ement ati on of ecosystemrestoration neasures will be

conpl eted by Cctober 2003. These potential plans will be
presented at a series of public nmeetings beginning in Cctober
2003 to gain public input prior to making a final



recormendation. The final feasibility report is currently
schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. For nore information and
details concerning the UVMR | WV Syst em Navi gati on Study, please
refer to the Rock Island District website:

http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. m |l /unr-iwwsns/.

In regard to your comments concerning the Mssouri River
Mast er Water Control Mnual Revi ew and Update, a recommendati on
for a Preferred Alternative (PA) water control plan was nade to
t he Headquarters of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers and to the
Assi stant Secretary of the Army for Civil Wrks in May of this
year. At that time, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
(Service) and the Council on Environnental Quality were al so
infornmed of the PA. The Corps and the Service agreed to enter
into informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered
Speci es Act and are currently engaged in that process.

During the informal consultation, the Corps and the Service
are working cooperatively to assess avail able scientific and
technical information and explore a range of possibilities
regardi ng operation of the Mssouri River Miinstem Reservoir
System The two agencies believe the public will be nuch better
served by a product that reflects the coordi nated position of
the entire Executive Branch. The Corps of Engineers wll use
the results of the consultative process as we conplete the Final
Environnental |npact Statenment (FEIS) for the Master Manual
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Revi ew and Update. The FEIS will include a description of the
envi ronnental and econom ¢ inpacts of the PA including an

anal ysis of impacts to some M ssissippi R ver uses/resources.
A 30-day comment period will follow release of the FEIS to
provi de the public an opportunity for review and conment.
Fol |l owi ng the coment period, the Corps will prepare a Record
of Decision, revise the existing Master Manual to reflect the
sel ected water control plan, and inplenment that plan.

Bal anci ng the flood control, navigation, and environmnent al
needs within the M ssissippi Valley remains a chall enge. Your
continued input is invaluable to the Corps' ability to neet this
chal l enge. The Conmi ssi on appreciates receiving your views and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.



Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Conmmi ssi on



