Dear M. Mueller:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
an alternative to the current agricultural irrigation proposa
of switching fromground water to surface water in eastern
Arkansas. You al so discussed the restoration of the prairie
ecosystemas part of the Grand Prairie Area Denonstration
proj ect.

Ef ficient and sustainable use of our natural resources
is key to the prosperity of our nation. The overdraft of the
aquifers is not sustainable. However, Arkansas is blessed with
an abundance of rainfall, though not in the distribution and
timng necessary for agriculture. This rainfall could be used
to achieve a sustainable balance with ground water. The
projects being planned by the Corps in Eastern Arkansas first
seek to reduce denmand by increasing efficiencies and storage,
use ground water in a sustainable manner, and then find a source
of excess surface water. The water being used for irrigation
proj ects being devel oped by the Corps is excess to the needs of
the source for water quality, fish and wildlife, and navigation
as determ ned by the Arkansas Soil and Water Conservation
Comm ssion. The primary difference in the planning of projects
wi th Corps involvenent and the Klamath basin in Oregon is that
the needs of the river for water quality, fish and wildlife, and
navi gati on nust be satisfied before water can be w t hdrawn for
irrigation. The Grand Prairie Area Denonstration project



illustrates that a plan can be devel oped to protect the aquifers
and sustain agriculture without significant negative inpacts to
t he environnent.

We | ook forward to working with you, the project sponsors,
and other interested parties in the devel opnent of additional
environmental features for the Gand Prairie Area Denonstration
project. The prairie restoration feature is currently being
optim zed along with additional features. The analysis is
schedul ed to be conpl eted i n Novenber

Thank you again for your participation in our public
nmeeting. The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your comrents
and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



