
Dear Mr. Minsky: 
 
 Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting held in Greenville, 
Mississippi, on August 21, 2001.  In your statement you 
discussed progress on the Mississippi River Levee Enlargement 
program and acceptance of the Dismal Swamp site on the Red  
River Backwater levee into your maintenance program.  You also 
requested support and endorsement for legislation that would 
provide funds for a preliminary study to determine optimum use 
of water supplies, flood control, and environmental needs of  
the Tensas Basin. 
 

The Vicksburg District is pleased to be able to turn  
Items 483-R and 489-R and portions of Item 503-R back to the 
Fifth Louisiana Levee Board.  Construction was completed on 
these items in 2000, but the District had to ensure that the 
turfing was established. 
 

At the request of your levee board and the Louisiana 
Department of Transportation and Development (LA DOTD), the 
Vicksburg District is performing the property surveys on Item 
461-R.  These surveys are underway and should be completed in 
October.  In addition, the Vicksburg District has forwarded your 
office an estimate to perform the property survey on Item 457-R.  
As soon as these surveys are complete, they will be forwarded to 
LA DOTD for approval.  Once your levee board appropriates the 
rights-of-way, the District will start advertising these items.   
Funds have been requested in the Fiscal Year 2002 budget to 
initiate construction on these items. 
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The Commission appreciates the cooperation of the Fifth 
Louisiana Levee District during the emergency repairs of the 
Tensas-Cocodrie levee at Dismal Swamp.  Our positive working 
relationship allowed us to successfully repair the levee before 
high water occurred. 
 

The Corps recognizes your desire to provide additional 
flood protection through maintenance of the Tensas River, 
Louisiana, project.  Many areas are experiencing water supply 
and environmental needs similar to those present in the Fifth 
Louisiana Levee District.  While there is authority to conduct  
a study of the multiple needs of the area, there are no funds 
for such a study.  If these funds are not added, consideration 
will be given for including a request for funds to initiate this 
study; however, approval of funding, as well as initiation of 
this study, will be based upon national funding priorities. 
 
 Thank you again for your presentation.  The Commission 
appreciates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear 
from you at our future public meetings. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Edwin J. Arnold, Jr. 
Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
President Designee, Mississippi 
  River Commission 

 


