Dear Ms. Merrill:

Thank you for your attendance and presentation at the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Conmi ssion public neeting held i n Menphis,
Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you requested
that funds be nmade avail able for the environnental enhancenent
and recreational conponents of the Nonconnah Creek project and
that funding for these conponents be given high priority.

The Commi ssion recogni zes your efforts and those of others
intrying to obtain funding for these conponents. These com
ponents would contribute to a healthy, supportive, diverse, and
sustai nable condition as | discussed in ny presentation during
the public hearing. Unfortunately, the budget request for the
M ssi ssippi River and Tributaries work has not been sufficient
to fund all work. The budget has focused on conpl eti ng ongoi ng
projects rather than starting the construction of new projects
or separable elenents thereof that would add to the backl og of
unconpl eted projects and thus further delay the conpletion of
t hese ongoing projects. However, as we conplete those projects
currently underway, the Menphis District will certainly weigh
the nerits of the Nonconnah Creek project for newstart
construction.

Thank you again for your coments. W appreciate receiving
your views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future
public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



