Dear M. Melinchuk:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis,
Tennessee, on April 8, 2003. You provided an excellent overview
of your organization, its m ssion, and the nenorandum of
under st andi ng executed between the U S. Arny Corps of ENngi neers
and Ducks Unlimted (DU).

The Comm ssion appreciates the vital role that DU plays in
restoring our Nation’s wetlands. W were pleased to |earn that
DU s Sout hern Region has identified the M ssissippi Alluvial
Valley (MAV) as a high-priority area for conservation and
restoration efforts and that DU is working with the Corps on
several inportant projects within the MAV.

We believe that cooperation, coordination, collaboration,
and hard work by Ducks Unlimted, the Corps, and other resource
managenent agencies result in the conpletion of numerous wetl and
restoration projects in the MAV and across our great nation.

The Conmission is pleased that two of the DU s potenti al
denonstration projects (the Cache River, Arkansas, project and
the Mssouri, Mssissippi, and Illinois Rivers project) are
within the Mssissippi Valley Dvision.

We expect that a continued spirit of cooperation wll
exi st between DU, the Corps, the Departnent of Interior, and
ot her state agencies in conducting the Lower M ssissipp
Resource Assessment when, and if, funding is received for
this initiative.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your comments and will be pleased to
hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



