Dear M. MCui ness:

Thank you for participating in the Mssissippi River
Commi ssion public neeting held in Marquette, |lowa, on
August 12, 2002. W enjoyed the opportunity once again to
experience the upper Mssissippi Rver and neet with the
peopl e of the M dwest.

We appreci ate Audubon’s desire to be a coll aborator in
the restructured Navigation Study. Constructive partnerships
are essential to achieve a bal anced river managenent strategy
t hat addresses both ecosystem and navi gati on needs. Your
organi zation provides a val uable service to agencies and
citizens by raising public awareness of the inportance of the
river for birds, fish, wildlife, and people.

The Comm ssion val ues your views and conments. W | ook
forward to your continued participation as we work to address
t he many econom c, environnmental, and recreational issues of
t he upper M ssissippi River.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



