Dear M. M Gui ness:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion during the public neeting held in St. Paul, M nnesot a,
on August 11, 2003.

We enjoyed the opportunity once again to experience our
national treasure, the M ssissippi R ver, which is so aptly called
“America’s Main Stream and Anmerica’'s Main Street” by Audubon.
Clearly, the people of the Upper M dwest val ue both the navigation
system and the environmental quality of the river

We appl aud the work Audubon is doing in preparation for the
public nmeetings in October 2003 and the report to Congress in 2004
concerning the future of the river. Your organization is providing
a significant service by educating citizens about the inportance of
the river for birds, fish, wildlife, and people. It was gratifying
to hear your support for a river managenent pl an that bal ances both
navi gati on and ecosystem val ues.

The Commi ssi on appreci ates receiving your views and will be
pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmmi ssi on



