Dear M. McCrory:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. Randy Richardson before the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion
during the public neeting held in West Menphis, Arkansas,
on August 20, 2002. In your statenent you recognized the
retirement of Ms. Gaen Edris fromthe Conmm ssion staff,
di scussed the rock renoval at the mouth of Nonconnah Creek,
stated your support for the current Water Control Manual for
the Mssouri River and also for the tinely conpletion of the
M ssi ssi ppi River and Tributaries (MR&T) project, and di scussed
security measures that are being undertaken at the International
Port of Menphis.

The Conmm ssi on appreciates your kind words regardi ng
Ms. Edris. As you nentioned in your conments, her w sdom and
advice will be greatly m ssed by many of the local interests
in the M ssissippi Valley.

Rel ati ve to the mai ntenance of MKellar Lake in the
vicinity of Nonconnah Creek, a contract will be awarded this
fall for the renoval of the rock in conjunction with the annua
mai nt enance dredging. Funding for this work will be nade
avail able fromthe MR&T project appropriation.

In regard to your comments concerning the Mssouri R ver
Mast er Water Control Mnual Revi ew and Update, a reconmmrendati on
for a Preferred Alternative (PA) water control plan was nade to
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t he Headquarters of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers and to the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arnmy for Cvil Wrrks in May of this
year. At that time, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
(Service) and the Council on Environnental Quality were al so
inforned of the PA. The Corps and the Service agreed to enter
into informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered
Speci es Act and are currently engaged in that process.

During the informal consultation, the Corps and the Service
are working cooperatively to assess avail able scientific and
technical information and explore a range of possibilities
regardi ng operation of the Mssouri River M nstem Reservoir



System The two agencies believe the public will be nuch better
served by a product that reflects the coordi nated position of
the entire Executive Branch. The Corps of Engineers will use
the results of the consultative process as we conpl ete the Final
Envi ronnental |npact Statenent (FEIS) for the Master Manual
Revi ew and Update. The FEIS will include a description of the
envi ronnmental and econom c inpacts of the PA including an

anal ysis of inpacts to sone M ssissippi R ver uses/resources.

A 30-day comment period will follow release of the FEIS to
provi de the public an opportunity for review and conment.
Fol |l owi ng the coment period, the Corps will prepare a Record
of Decision, revise the existing Master Manual to reflect the
sel ected water control plan, and inplenent that plan.

The Conmi ssion supports the tinely conpletion of the MR&T
project. Although the project is 87 percent conplete and
provi des significant flood protection and navi gati on benefits,
there is still additional work to be conpleted to ensure that
the project functions properly and can accommobdate the project
design flood. Based on anticipated Congressional funding, the
MR&T project is currently scheduled to be conpleted in 2031.
However, the U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers and | evee boards have
i ndicated the capability to conplete the | evee enl argenent
conponent of the project by the year 2020.

The Corps comends the Menphis and Shel by County Port
Commi ssion for its efforts in | eading and coordinating the
i npl ementation of security neasures at the Port of Menphis.
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The Conmm ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments
and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public
nmeet i ngs.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp



Ri ver Conmm ssi on



