Dear M. McCrory:

Thank you for the statenent nade before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion by M. Randy Richardson of your staff during
the public neeting held in Menphis, Tennessee, on August 20,
2001. M. Richardson discussed a 12-foot navigation channel on
the M ssissippi River, Federal nmintenance of the MKellar Lake
Auxiliary Harbor, and the Master Water Control Manual changes
for the Mssouri River

The Conmi ssi on acknowl edges your request to seek funding
for a conprehensive detail ed cost-benefit analysis for a
reliable 12-foot navigation channel. As you are aware, the
Senat e Report acconpanying the Fiscal Year 2001 Energy and
Wat er Devel opnent Appropriations Act included | anguage which
urged the Corps to evaluate the current availability of a
12-foot navigation channel and the feasibility of ensuring a
dependabl e 12-foot navi gati on channel on the | ower M ssissipp
Ri ver below Cairo, Illinois. W have conpleted an engi neeri ng
anal ysis of existing conditions and found that between Baton
Rouge and Vi cksburg, a channel depth of 12 feet is avail able
89 percent of the tinme on an annual basis and 66 percent of the
time during August, Septenber, and Cctober. From Vicksburg to
Menphis a 12-foot channel is available 89 percent of the tine
annual Iy and 65 percent of the tinme during the August to Cctober
period. From Menphis to Cairo, a 12-foot channel is avail able
89 percent of the tinme annually and 67 percent of the tine
during the August to Cctober period. It is probable that as
construction of the Channel |nprovenent project is conpleted
over the next 19 years, the percentage of tine that 12-foot



navi gati on channel depths are available will continue to
increase. For this reason no further studies are planned
at this tine.

The Conmi ssion acknowl edges your efforts to obtain
aut hori zation for the Corps to perform mai ntenance dredgi ng at
the McKel lar Lake Auxiliary Harbor. The Menphis District wll
continue to work with you in this effort. Wen authorization
is obtained, the District will performthe required dredging
in conjunction with its normal harbor maintenance

Wth regard to the ongoing revision effort for the M ssour
Ri ver Master Manual, the Corps of Engineers will be nmeeting with
st akehol ders in the M ssouri and M ssissippi River Basins during
our continued pursuit of a technical solution. A desired sol u-
tion avoids jeopardy for endangered species while maintaining
current standards of flood protection on the Mssouri River and
supporting navigation on the M ssouri and M ssissippi Rivers.
Your statenment and information submtted to the Comm ssion
during the public neeting have been forwarded to the Corps
of Engi neers Northwestern Division for consideration and use.
The foll owi ng paragraphs provide the current status of Corps
consideration of nodified Mssouri River Reservoir operations
and opportunities.

On August 31, 2001, the Corps Northwestern D vision
published its revised draft environnmental inpact statenent
(RDEI'S) for public and agency review and comment. During the
6- nont h comment period, extending from August 31, 2001, to
February 28, 2002, workshops and hearings will be conducted
from Hel ena, Montana, to New Ol eans, Louisiana, to provide
information on the RDEIS and solicit input fromindividuals,
tribes, states, other Federal agencies, and interest groups.
Cor ps of Engineers Mssissippi Valley Division staff will be
avai | abl e during workshops at the M ssissippi River |ocations.
Each nmeeting will follow the sane format with a public
i nformati onal workshop from2:00 to 5:00 p.m and a public
heari ng each eveni ng beginning at 7:00 p.m Locations al ong
the M ssissippi River include:



Novenber 13, 2001 Radi sson Hotel and Suites
2000 North Fourth Street
St. Louis, Mssouri 63102
(314) 621-8200

Novenber 14, 2001 Radi sson Hot el
185 Uni on Avenue
Menphi s, Tennessee 38103
(901) 528-1800

Novenber 15, 2001 Pont chartrai n Hot el
2031 St. Charl es Avenue
New Ol eans, Loui siana 70140
(504) 524-0581

Fol | ow ng | anguage in the Senate version of the Fisca
Year 2002 Appropriations Bill, the RDEIS presents a range of
alternative water control plans with and without a spring rise
and | ow sunmer flows from Gavins Point Dam The RDEIS does not
identify a preferred alternative, which provides an unbi ased
forumfor public comment. It also allows the Corps and the
Adm ni stration nore tinme to evaluate public coments and the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Science report prior to making inportant
deci sions regarding M ssouri River operations. The National
Acadeny of Science report is to be conpleted this fall.

Specifically, the RDEIS presents the inpacts of six
alternative fl ow nmanagenent plans on a nunber of inportant
econom ¢ uses and environnental resources in the M ssouri
Ri ver Basin. The RDEIS al so exam nes the inpacts of these
alternatives on M ssissippi R ver navigation econom cs and
shal | ow wat er habitat.

After considering all public comments, the results
of a study being conducted by the National Acadeny of Sciences,
and other relevant information, the Corps will prepare a final
environnment al i npact statenent and a record of decision. These
docunments will serve as the basis for revising the nmaster water
control manual and for devel opi ng an annual operating plan.
Currently, inplenentation of the selected plan is schedul ed
for March 2003.



Thank you again for the presentation by the Menphis and
Shel by County Port. The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your
views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public
meet i ngs.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



