Dear M. Madden:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Lake Providence,
Loui si ana, on August 21, 2002. |In your statenent you expressed
concerns about the Vicksburg District’s technical specifications
for | evee surfacing material.

The Vicksburg District’s report “Use of Crushed Sandstone
as Surfacing and Resurfacing Material on Levees,” and
acconpanyi ng data previously sent to you, states that since
there is not conclusive evidence that crushed sandstone is equa
to or better than crushed |inmestone and sand-cl ay-gravel, the
Vi cksburg District will accept crushed sandstone along with the
other two materials on an interimbasis for the next 2 to 3
years.

In order to nmake a determ nation, test sites will be
est abl i shed where crushed |inestone and crushed sandstone can
be conpared side-by-side. Test strips will be established at
stations in Arkansas and also in Louisiana where there is a high
anount of traffic. The Corps of Engineers will nonitor these
test sections on a 6-nonth basis over the next 2 to 3 years
until a final determ nation can be made. This nonitoring shoul d
al l ow adequate tinme to provide reasonable confidence in the
performance of crushed sandstone.

Thank you again for your statenment. The Conm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and wll be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



