Dear M. Larson:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in St. Paul,
M nnesota, on August 11, 2003.

The Conmi ssion agrees with your statenent concerning the
i nportance of a managenent plan that enhances the environnental,
recreational, and navigational benefits of the M ssissipp
River. This viewis evidenced by your organization’s support
of the Environnental Managenent Program and the pool drawdown,
as well as your enphasis on the need for comrercial navigation
i nprovenents. As you nentioned, efficient waterway navigation
is crucial for Mdwest farners to maintain | eadership in world
grain markets by providing a safe, econom cal, and
environnmental | y sound node for transporting agricultural
product s.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your views and wi ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion



