Dear M. Lanensdorf:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. Scott Coopwood during the public neeting of the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion held in Mayersville, M ssissippi, on August 20,
2003. In your statenment you referenced the unfounded
al I egati ons by environnental groups regardi ng previously
constructed projects in the Yazoo Basin and stated that simlar
all egations are being voiced wwth respect to the Yazoo Backwat er
Ref ormul ati on project. You also commended the U S. Arny Corps
of Engineers and the Environnental Protection Agency (EPA) for
their interagency cooperation to reconcile the scope of the
wet | and eval uation i npacts associated with the Yazoo Backwat er
project in order to create a better project.

The Comm ssion appreciates the Delta Council detailing sone
of the history of the refornulation efforts on the Yazoo Basin
projects. W continue to seriously consider the clains by
envi ronnment al groups regardi ng the Yazoo Backwater project. W
are attenpting to evaluate each claimon its own nerit and w |
address these in the final report.

The Vi cksburg District has been working very closely with
the EPA Region |V staff to address wetland concerns. This
i ncluded 2 weeks of intense field verification of over 150 sites
sel ected by EPA staff utilizing their Environnental Monitoring
and Assessnent Program Hopefully, this conbined effort wll
result in agreenent by both agencies as to the nunber of acres
of wetlands in the project area, the nunber of acres inpacted,
and the extent of the inpact.
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The Conmi ssion thanks the Delta Council for its support of
projects in the Yazoo M ssi ssippi Delta.

We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to
hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley



Brigadier General, US. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



