Dear M. Keahey:

Thank you for your statement filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi River Commi ssion public nmeeting held in Vicksburg,
M ssi ssippi, on April 4, 2001. In your statenent you
expressed the follow ng itenms of concern:

a. Stated that your levee district’s main enphasis is
the Quachita River as it relates to conpletion of the
remai ni ng | evee enl argenent itens. You also enphasized the
need for a bank stabilization program

b. Expressed satisfaction with the progress on the
Sicily Island Levee project and the current schedule for
construction
of the remaining |l evee itens.

c. Stated that environnmental inpacts should be
consi dered during construction of a project but should not be
the controlling factor in determ ning the feasibility of the
proj ect and expressed support for "avoid and m nim ze"
techni ques bei ng used by the Corps.

d. Stressed the need to bring the nmain-line | evee system
up to design grade and secti on.

e. Requested that Vicksburg District advise howto
prevent degradation of M ssissippi River and Tributaries
drai nage channels in your |evee district area.

The Vi cksburg District conpleted the | evee enl argenent of
Item 1l in the Bastrop to Monroe reach in Septenmber 2000. In
addition, the erosion problens in the Bawconville | evee in
April 2000 were corrected. The District has recently
identified one remai ning drai nage structure under the West
Monroe floodwall which is in need of rehabilitation. Design
of that repair is



currently underway and is expected to be conpleted in My
2001. The Vicksburg District plans to advertise for
construction of

the rehabilitation in June 2001.

After many years of working together with your agency, we
fully appreciate the need for conpletion of the Quachita River
Levees, Louisiana, project. The renmaining unfunded itens of
wor k i nclude | evee enlargenment of Itens 2 and 3 in the Bastrop
to Monroe reach of the east bank | evee and resurfacing of the
Monroe to Sandy Bayou reach of the east bank | evee. These two
remai ni ng | evee enlargenent itens are critical to the
protection of the Monroe urban area. While no funds are
included in the Fiscal Year 2002 President’s budget, the Corps

wi |l consider including funds to conplete this nmuch needed
project in the initial budget request for Fiscal Year 2003.
However, the receipt of funds will ultimtely be based upon

nati onal funding priorities.

As you know, the Corps does not have general authority
for bank stabilization on the Quachita River. The Corps has
the authority to study the bank stabilization needs and assess
t he magni tude of these needs. However, there is insufficient
funding for such a study. There will be consideration of
including funds to initiate this study in the initial budget
request for Fiscal Year 2003. The receipt of funds wll
ultimately be based upon national funding priorities.

Wth regard to the Sicily Island Area, Louisiana,
project, construction is currently underway on Levee ltens 1-
C, 1-D, and 2-B. In addition, the Corps received the rights-
of-way for the last itemof work fromthe Tensas Basin Levee
District in April 2001 for the Billys and Fal con Bayous pl ugs.

The Vicksburg District plans to advertise the construction
contract in May 2001. Based on this schedule, conpletion of
the Sicily Island Area project is expected in Decenber 2001
barring unforeseen del ays.

As has been discussed in the past, both flood damage
reduction and environnmental issues nust be considered in the
formul ati on and pl anni ng of Corps projects. The Corps seeks
to bal ance these conpeting needs for the public good. In
doing so, the Corps first attenpts to avoid or mnin ze any



environnental inpacts associated with the project and then
attenpts to enhance the environnent of the area. |If the Corps
is not able to pursue these actions, mtigation for the
environmental | osses is done.

We, too, are concerned with the deficiencies in the
M ssi ssippi River Levees in the Fifth Louisiana Levee District
area. The Vicksburg District plans to award two itens of work



in Louisiana this year, Itens 480-R and 485-R. Design is also
ongoing on five additional items in Madi son Parish which could
be awarded in Fiscal Year 2002 provided rights-of-way and
fundi ng are avail abl e.

The Tensas Basin Levee District has an aggressive channel
mai nt enance program The effectiveness of this programis
restrai ned by the expense of nmechani cal nmai ntenance and the
l[imtations of chem cal maintenance. The Vicksburg District
continues to investigate and eval uate mai ntenance opti ons and
techni ques to assist the | evee boards in providing cost-
effective maintenance.

At the request of the Tensas Basin Levee District, the
Vi cksburg District recently conpleted the hydraulic analysis
of the Little Bayou Boeuf project. This analysis does not
show any need for mpjor maintenance. A copy of the analysis
wi Il be provided to your |levee district to assist in
mai nt enance activities. W are hopeful that all project
streans in the
area can be reanalyzed in the next few years.

Thank you again for your statenent filed for the record
of our neeting. The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your
views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future
publ i c heari ngs.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssi on



