Dear M. Keahey:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Geenville,
M ssi ssi ppi, on August 21, 2001. In your statenent you
di scussed the following itens of concern:

a. Expressed satisfaction with the progress on the Sicily
| sl and Levee project and the current schedule for construction
of the remaining itens.

b. Stated that environnmental inpacts should be considered
during construction of a project but should not be the
controlling factor in determning the feasibility of the project
and al so expressed support for "avoid and m nim ze" techniques
bei ng used by the Corps.

c. Stated that your levee district’s main enphasis is the
Quachita River as it relates to conpletion of the remaining
| evee enlargenent itens and requested support for funding this
project. You al so enphasi zed the need for a bank stabilization
program

d. Requested that the Vicksburg District advise howto
prevent degradation of M ssissippi River and Tributaries
dr ai nage channels in your |evee district.

e. Stressed the need to bring the main-line | evee system
up to design grade and secti on.



Construction is currently underway on Levee Itens 1C and 1D
of the Sicily Island Levee project. 1In addition, the Vicksburg
District awarded the construction contract for the Billys and
Fal con Bayous plugs on August 10, 2001. This is the | ast
construction contract. Based on current construction schedul es,
the District should conplete the Sicily Island Area project in
April 2002, barring unforeseen del ays.

As di scussed in the past, both fl ood danage reduction
and environmental needs are considered in the formulation and
pl anni ng of Corps projects. The Corps seeks to bal ance these
conpeting needs for the public good. 1In doing so, the Corps
i ncorporates neasures to avoid or mnimze environnmental inpacts
associated with the project. Conpensatory nmitigation neasures
are recommended to offset significant renmaining environmental
| osses. This approach has been used on the Sicily Island
proj ect.

The Vicksburg District recently identified one remaining
drai nage structure under the West Mnroe floodwall which is in
need of rehabilitation. Design of that repair is currently
underway and wil|l be conpleted in May 2002. Advertisenent for
construction of the rehabilitation is planned for June 2002.

After many years of working with your agency, the Corps
appreci ates the need for conpletion of the Quachita River
Levees, Louisiana, project. The remaining unfunded itens of
wor k include | evee enlargenent of Itens 2 and 3 in the Bastrop
to Monroe reach of the east bank | evee and resurfacing of the
Monroe to Sandy Bayou reach of the east bank | evee. Wile no
funds were included in the President’s Budget for Fiscal Year
2002, the Senate Report included $1.5 nillion for the
continuation of these itens. |In addition, consideration wll
be given to your request for funds to conplete this project in
future budget cycles. As you are probably aware, receipt of
funds will ultimately be based upon national funding priorities.

The Corps does not have general authority for bank
stabilization on the Quachita R ver. The Corps does have the
authority to study the bank stabilization needs and assess the
magni t ude of these needs. However, there is insufficient
funding for such a study. The Senate Report for Fiscal Year
2002 included $100,000 for a study to "assess bank caving



locations . . . and to prepare an evaluation report identifying
and prioritizing the nost critical locations.” |If funding is
received, the Corps will initiate the study.

The Tensas Basin Levee District has an aggressive channe
mai nt enance program The effectiveness of this programis
constrai ned by the expense of nmechani cal mai ntenance and the
limtations of chem cal maintenance. The Vicksburg District
will continue to investigate and eval uate mai nt enance options
and techniques to assist the | evee boards in providing cost-
ef fecti ve mai nt enance.

The Corps is also concerned with the M ssissippi R ver
| evees in the Fifth Louisiana Levee District that remai n bel ow
the grade necessary to safely pass the project design flood.
The Vicksburg District is working to raise the | owest |evee
sections in northeast Louisiana. Contracts have recently been
awarded on two itenms south of Lake Providence, Louisiana. Wth
the award of these two itens, all |evee enlargenents in East
Carroll Parish are either conplete or under construction. In
addition, the District has another 19 nmiles of |evee in Mdison
Pari sh under design

Thank you again for your presentation. The Comm ssion
appreci ates receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissi ppi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



