Dear M. Johnson:

Thank you for your attendance at the public neeting of
the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion on August 15, 2001, in
Keokuk, | owa.

We wel come hearing various viewpoints on the many
attributes of the M ssissippi River. The varied m ssions
of the Corps of Engineers reflect the public interest as
determ ned and aut horized by Congress. The G vil Wrks
m ssion of the Corps includes navigation, environnental
restoration, flood protection, and recreation. Generally,
our greatest challenge is the equitable bal ancing of these
m ssi ons anong the diverse interests of the citizens of the
upper M ssissippi Valley.

You addressed the need for better flood control on the
Des Moines River. Saylorville Lake and Lake Red Rock were
aut hori zed as part of a conprehensive plan for flood
control for the Upper M ssissippi River Basin. The
reservoir regulation plans were devel oped to mnimnmze flood
damages al ong the entire reach of the Des Mines River
downstream of the reservoirs and al ong the M ssissipp
Ri ver bel ow the confluence with the Des Mines River.
Reservoir regul ation plans were devel oped by anal yzi ng
numer ous hydrol ogi ¢ scenarios. These anal yses al |l ow
sel ection of an optimal regulation plan providing maxi num
benefits throughout the system Once a plan is sel ected,
it undergoes extensive public review and coordi nation prior
to i npl enmentation.
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| understand your concerns about flooding along the
| oner Des Mines River this spring. Lake Red Rock is
operated to mnim ze flooding along the | ower Des Mi nes
Ri ver by controlling reservoir releases to avoid exceedi ng
control stages at Otummva and Keosauqua, lowa. The
occasi ons you nentioned in your statenent concerning
fl ooding near St. Francisville, Mssouri, were primarily
the result of intense |localized stormevents affecting the
| oner Des Mdines Basin. During each of the eight occasions
you nentioned when the river exceeded flood stage at St.
Francisville, reservoir releases were reduced in accordance



with the regulation plan for the reservoir. Unfortunately,
due to travel times on the order of 3 days from Lake Red
Rock to St. Francisville, the potential to control fl ooding
fromlocalized stormevents is |imted. Wile the duration
of flooding is reduced, the long travel tinme fromthe
reservoir nmakes it very difficult to elimnate all negative
i mpacts.

Wi | e your suggestion to inplenent a drawdown of the
reservoirs in advance of spring runoff seens reasonable, it
would do little to minimze downstream fl oodi ng due to

| ocalized rainfall. However, in the comng year, there are
pl ans to update the reservoir regulation manual for Lake
Red Rock. We will investigate your suggestion for

i npl ementing a spring drawdown at Lake Red Rock.
Additionally, a study of the | ower Des M nes River under
the authority of Section 216 of the Flood Control Act of
1970 has been identified as a potential new start study by
the Senate. Should Fiscal Year 2002 funding be provided by
t he Congress, the study would be initiated in early Fisca
Year 2002.

Thank you again for your conmments and ideas. Your
interest in Mssissippi R ver Comm ssion activities is
appreciated. W |ook forward to hearing fromyou at our
future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwi n Arnol d, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



