Dear Ms. Hunter:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion during the public neeting in Caruthersville,
M ssouri, on April 2, 2001. In your statenent you expressed
concern regardi ng future maintenance dredging funds for the
New Madri d County Harbor and concern regarding siltation in
t he harbor.

The Commi ssion recogni zes the inportance of annual Feder al
mai nt enance of the harbor. As you are aware, the President’s
budget request for Fiscal Year 2002 does not include funding for
mai nt enance of the New Madrid County Harbor as well as for many

ot her shallowdraft harbors across the nation. [If Congress
enacts appropriations for the harbor dredgi ng, the Corps of
Engi neers will performthe required annual nmaintenance.

In regard to the siltation, the Menphis District used an
exi sting mcro nodel, survey data, and division of flow data
to evaluate several alternatives that may alleviate the problem
The m cro nodel showed a trend that | owering the New Madrid
closure dike 5 feet would reduce the siltation problem
Lowering the closure di ke would help keep the siltation from
formng but would not allow the siltation that exists to exit
on its own. The Menphis District plans to degrade the closure
dike with its Fiscal Year 2002 stone repairs contract during
this construction season. This action should help to inprove
conditions in the harbor. 1In addition, the staffs of the



Menphis District and Conm ssion are in the process of
determ ning the appropriate response to the problemarea in the
harbor. The Menphis District will advise you of those findings.

Thank you again for your presentation before the
Comm ssion. W appreciate receiving your conments and will
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



