Dear M. Huffman:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during our public neeting held in Alton,
I1linois, on August 15, 2002. |In your statenent you di scussed
the inpacts of the Mssouri River flow nodifications on the
M ssi ssi ppi River and presented an in-depth docunment outlining
all of your concerns regarding the Mssouri River Mster Mnual
pr oposal s.

In regard to your comments concerning the Mssouri R ver
Mast er Water Control Mnual Revi ew and Update, a reconmmendati on
for a Preferred Alternative (PA) water control plan was nade to
t he Headquarters of the U S. Arnmy Corps of Engineers and to the
Assi stant Secretary of the Arnmy for Cvil Wirks in May of this
year. At that time, the U S. Fish and Wldlife Service
(Service) and the Council on Environnental Quality were al so
infornmed of the PA. The Corps and the Service agreed to enter
into informal consultation under Section 7 of the Endangered
Speci es Act and are currently engaged in that process.

During the informal consultation, the Corps and the Service
are working cooperatively to assess avail able scientific and
technical information and explore a range of possibilities
regardi ng operation of the Mssouri R ver Minstem Reservoir
System The two agencies believe the public will be nuch better
served by a product that reflects the coordi nated position of

the entire Executive Branch. The Corps of Engineers wll use
the results of the consultative process as we conplete the Final
Environnental |npact Statenment (FEIS) for the Master Manual
Revi ew and Update. The FEIS will include a description of the
envi ronmental and econom c inpacts of the PA including an

anal ysis of inpacts to sone M ssissippi R ver uses/resources.
A 30-day comment period will follow release of the FEIS to
provi de the public an opportunity for review and comment.
Fol |l owi ng the coment period, the Corps will prepare a Record
of Decision, revise the existing Master Manual to reflect the
sel ected water control plan, and inplenent that plan.



Bal anci ng the flood control, navigation, and environnent al
needs within the M ssissippi Valley remains a chall enge. Your
continued input is invaluable to the Corps' ability to neet this
chal l enge. The Commi ssi on appreciates receiving your views and
w |l be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Rley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



