Dear M. Hobby:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in Menphis,
Tennessee, on April 8, 2003.

The Commi ssion is aware that there has recently been an
i ncrease of sedinment fromthe Nonconnah Creek basin into
McKel | ar Lake Harbor. This increase is due to several nmajor
hydrol ogi ¢ events that occurred during the |last few years.
As a result, energency work is being inplenented to shore
bank areas exposed around bridges and nmajor utility lines
al ong Nonconnah Creek. This should reduce the anount of
sedi ment transfer fromthese areas; however, with each
significant rainfall event, additional sedinment transfer into
McKel | ar Lake Harbor is a possibility from unprotected areas.

We are working with the Gty of Menphis and Shel by County,
Tennessee (the Nonconnah Creek Project sponsors), to conduct a
prelimnary review of the authorized Nonconnah Creek flood
control project. The review w || address the entire Nonconnah
Creek watershed and reconmend neasures that can be consi dered
to reduce the amount of sediment transfer, achieve flood
protection, and restore the environnental resources within the
wat ershed. The review is scheduled to begin by m d-June and be
conpleted within seven nonths. This prelimnary review wil|
determine if a reevaluation of the project is warranted.

In the meantine, the City of Menphis has requested that any
desi gn and construction activities for the authorized Nonconnah
channel inprovenents (other than the bank stabilization work to
be constructed this year at R verport Road) be delayed until the
results of the prelimnary project review are determ ned. The
City of Menphis has indicated to the Menphis District that it
is not interested in reconstruction of the weir at the nouth of
Nonconnah Creek unless it can obtain Congressional |egislation
to reconstruct it at 100 percent Federal expense. Stabilization
features, such as the weir and other stabilization nmeasures
pl aced upstream wll help to reduce the anount of sedinent into



t he harbor; however, the review of the authorized project wll
give us additional input on others neasures to consider.

Regar di ng your statenent about dredging in the harbor, the
U S. Arny Corps of Engineers has the responsibility to maintain
navigation in MKellar Lake wthin the authorized project
[imts, subject to the availability of funding. This is
normal |y acconplished with a cutterhead dredge under contract to
the Menphis District. As you are aware, this dredge can be
rel eased for short periods of tinme to performdredging for
private industry outside the authorized project dinensions.

The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your coments and w | |
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



