Dear M. Hi pp:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssion during the public nmeeting in Geenville,
M ssissippi, on April 9, 2003. In your statenent you di scussed
i mredi at e needs at Sardis Lake, including inproving canpgrounds
to accommopdate | arger vehicles, rehabilitating old and outdated
recreational facilities, resurfacing project roads, and
rehabilitating water systens.

The Conmi ssion shares your concern for the condition of
recreation facilities at Sardis Lake and the need for repairs
and noderni zation. The Comm ssion al so recogni zes the inportant
i nfl uence that Sardis Lake has on the | ocal econony and the need
for additional funding to help sustain and i nprove the public
recreational opportunities afforded by this project.

Vi cksburg District is very nuch aware of the repair and
noderni zati on needs at Sardis Lake and has included those needs
in its annual budget requests. For your information, the
Conference Report for Fiscal Year 2003 Omi bus Appropriation Act
added $4 mllion to the Sardis Lake budget for additional
mai nt enance. This additional funding will allow the initiation
of the following contracts this fiscal year:

a. Relocate the Crawford Point boat ranp displaced by the
John Kyle State Park golf course construction to the Hi ghway 7 —
Little Tallahatchie River crossing area on upper Sardis.
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b. Rehabilitate the dam overl ook parking area.

c. Realign the access road and boat ranp parking area at
Teckville Landing to correct safety hazards.

d. Realign the access road and boat ranp parking area at
Coontown Crossing to correct safety hazards.

e. Realign the access road and boat ranp parking area at
Watts Crossing to correct safety hazards.

This additional funding will also allow us to prepare
engi neering plans and specifications for the rehabilitation of



our Elnmer’s Hll water system the rehabilitation and
nmoder ni zation of recreation facilities at Cak Grove and Sl eepy
Bend, and the nodernization of the electrical systemat C ear
Creek canpground. Additional funding will be required next
fiscal year to allow us to advertise and award contracts for
these itens and to conplete the contracts that we initiate
this year.

The Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your views and | ooks
forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



