Dear Mayor Hill:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. MIton Magee before the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion during
the public neeting held in Tiptonville, Tennessee, on August 18,
2003. In your statement you requested assistance with bank
caving problens on the Obion River that threaten the stability
of the Dyer County Little Levee.

The authority of the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to
performrepairs on the Cbion River at 100 percent Federal
expense under the M ssissippi R ver and Tributaries (MR&T)
project is limted to problens that threaten the nain-line
M ssissippi River levee. The site in question does not
endanger the main-line | evee and the threat to a revetnent or
cutting a new channel to the M ssissippi River appears very
renote at this tinme. Under these circunstances, repairs under
the MR&T project would not be appropriate.

The Dyer County Little Levee is in the Corps
Rehabilitation and I nspection Program (RIP), which is within
the | egal paraneters of Public Law 84-99. Rehabilitation of the
| evee under Public Law 84-99 woul d be appropriate only to repair
damage caused by a flood event. |In this case the riverbank has
been caving for several years, and the caving was not a result
of a single flood event. W understand the erosion is now
wi thin approximtely 35 feet of the toe of the |evee. For the
| evee project to remain an active RIP project, action should be
taken to ensure the bank cavi ng does not advance to within 25
feet of the toe of the | evee. Please contact the Menphis
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District for consultation services, if this would be hel pful
to you in this matter.

The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pl eased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley



Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



