Dear M. Heni nger:

Thank you for your statement filed for the record of the
M ssi ssi ppi Ri ver Comm ssion public neeting held in Davenport,
| owa, on August 13, 2002. You expressed your concerns and
support for the maintenance and inprovenent of the Upper
M ssissippi River and Illinois Waterway (UVR IWYN System
Navi gati on St udy.

The UMR-1 WV Syst em Navi gati on Study has been restructured
to give equal consideration of fish and wildlife resources and
navi gati on i nprovenent planning consistent with recommendati ons
fromthe National Research Council and the Federal Principals
Group. The restructured study will ensure the UVR-1WNV system
continues to be a nationally significant ecosystem and a
nationally significant conmercial navigation system as
desi gnated by Congress. The restructured study w |l address
t he navi gation efficiency needs of the UVMR-1WV the ongoing
cunul ative effects of navigation, and the ecosystemrestoration
needs with a goal of attaining an environnentally sustainable
navi gati on system The full econom c and environnent al
eval uati ons necessary to support a potential recomrendation for
construction of navigation inprovenents and i nplenentation of
ecosystemrestoration neasures wll be conpleted by COctober
2003. These potential plans will be presented at a series of
publ i c neetings beginning in October 2003 to gain public input
prior to making a final recomrendation. The final feasibility
report is currently schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. For nore
information and details concerning the UVR-1 WV Syst em Navi gati on
Study please refer to the Rock Island District website:
http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml /unr-iwwsns/.

-2

Thank you again for your ideas and opinions submtted to
the Comm ssion. W appreciate your concern, support, and
interest in ensuring the integrity and sustainability of the
UMRS navi gation infrastructure and environnmental conponents.
We | ook forward to hearing fromyou at our future public
nmeet i ngs.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssion



