Dear Ms. Hawki ns:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssi on during our public neeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri, during which you di scussed several
permt actions within the Corps of Engineers St. Louis D strict.

Section 404 of the Cean Water Act gives the Corps of
Engi neers the authority to regulate discharges or fill material
in waters of the United States, including wetlands. The Corps'
regul atory program considers the public interest in both the
protection and use of water resources and al so considers the
full range of environnmental and soci o-economc factors during
permt evaluation. The Corps solicits public comments and
considers themin their decisions. Oher |aws, regulations,
Executive Orders, guidance letters, and nenoranduns of agree-
ments with other agencies are considered during the processing
of applications for permts. The Corps' policy is to provide
applicants with a tinmely and bal anced decision that reflects
the public interest and application of pertinent |aws and
regul ati ons.

Permt applications for proposed projects within the Dobrey
Sl ough and Granite Gty areas undergo the sane permt eval uation
as those evaluated in other locations. The permits to which you
referred in your conments, nanely the Donna Lynne Legacy
Subdi vi si on and t he Eagl e Lake Subdivi sion, were processed under
applicabl e regulations and a public interest review. Upon
recei pt of comments regarding regional flooding, the St. Louis



District reconsidered its decisions for both projects. The
Corps issued a permt for the Donna Lynne Legacy Subdi vi sion.
The devel oper for the Eagle Lake Subdi vi sion exercised his
right to have the U S. Departnent of Agriculture, Natura
Resources Conservation Service, performa wetlands delineation
on the proposed site. The site was determned to be a “prior
converted” land and is no |l onger a jurisdictional area under
Section 404 of the C ean Water Act.

The Corps will continue its efforts to neet the fl ood
control, navigation, and environnental needs in the M ssissipp
Vall ey. Qur success is largely attributable to a strong
partnership with local interests and groups representing nmenbers
of the public.

Thank you again for your participation in our St. Louis
nmeeting. The Comm ssion appreciates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmmi ssi on



