
Dear Captain Hanlin: 
 

Thank you for your attendance at the public meeting of  
the Mississippi River Commission on August 15, 2001, in Keokuk, 
Iowa.  
 

We welcome hearing the various viewpoints on the many 
attributes of the Mississippi River.  The varied missions of the 
Corps of Engineers reflect the public interest as determined and 
authorized by Congress.  The Civil Works mission of the Corps 
includes navigation, environmental restoration, flood 
protection, and recreation.  Generally, one of our greatest 
challenges is the equitable balancing of these missions among 
the diverse interests of the citizens of the upper Mississippi 
Valley. 

 
On August 2, 2001, the Director of Civil Works instructed 

the Corps of Engineers to resume the Upper Mississippi River- 
Illinois Waterway System Navigation Study.  The refocused study 
will be modified to emphasize environmentally sustainable use of 
the river.  We are presently working to define what these items 
mean to the region.   

 
We appreciate your comments on maintenance of the locks  

and dams and, of course, maintenance of the channel.  Funding 
constraints limit preventative maintenance measures.  Emergency 
dredging continues to be a requirement.  Your comments about 
current lock guide walls being built on deteriorating wood 
pilings were especially insightful.  We will ensure that evalua- 
tions of our locks for ongoing maintenance include measures to 
validate the structural soundness of our foundation pilings. 
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 In regard to your questions on fuel tax, towing companies 
pay a fuel tax of $0.20 per gallon.  This tax makes up the 
Inland Waterway Trust Fund which supports 50 percent of the cost 
of replacing or rehabilitating locks and dams.  Approximately 
$100 million is expended per year from this fund. 
 
 Thank you again for your comments.  We look forward to 
hearing from you at our future public meetings. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Edwin J. Arnold, Jr. 

     Brigadier General, U.S. Army 
      President Designee, Mississippi  

  River Commission 
 
 


