Dear M. Cal dwell:

During the public neeting of the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion held in Houma, Louisiana, on August 23, 2002,
M . Randy Hanchey presented conments on areas of concern to
your office. In his statenent M. Hanchey di scussed the coast al
erosion problens of south Louisiana. He nentioned the ongoing
efforts on the Coast 2050 or Louisiana Coastal Area plan and
requested that the Comm ssion take a nore active role in the
proj ect.

The Conmi ssion acknowl edges the urgent nature of coastal
| and | oss and the effects on the people, ecology, and econony
of Louisiana. W strongly support the studies that are underway
by the New Ol eans District and the Departnent of Natural
Resources, as the study sponsor, to find solutions to these
conpl ex problenms. The Conm ssion endorses devel opnent of the
Loui si ana Coastal Area Conprehensive Plan and rel ated
feasibility studies to find reasonabl e solutions to your coastal
erosi on problenms. The continued cl ose cooperation of your staff
and the interagency project delivery teamat the New Ol eans
District is essential for the efficient and tinmely devel opnent
of the Conprehensive Plan and related feasibility studies on a
schedul e that woul d all ow approval of the plan in a potenti al
Wat er Resources Devel opnent Act of 2004.

The Conmi ssion appl auds the efforts of the Departnent of
Nat ural Resources to devel op enduring partnerships with and
bet ween the various state and Federal agencies for the
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devel opnent of a strategic programfor the restoration of
coastal Louisiana. Strong support and col |l aboration anong
all parties will be needed to ensure a positive outcone in
the inmportant battle against coastal erosion.

The Conm ssion appreciates receiving coments fromthe
Departnent of Natural Resource and | ooks forward to further
di scussions with you or your staff.

Si ncerely,



Don T. Riley

Brigadier CGeneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



