Dear Ms. Hanpt on- Knodl e:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during our public nmeeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri. |In your statenment you noted several
suggestions and requests for action on the Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver

Wth regard to the ongoing revision effort for the Mssouri
Ri ver Master Manual, the Corps of Engineers will be neeting with
st akehol ders in the M ssouri and M ssissippi River Basins during
our continued pursuit of a technical solution. A desired solu-
tion avoids jeopardy for endangered species whil e maintaining
current standards of flood protection on the Mssouri River and
supporting navigation on the M ssouri and M ssissippi Rivers.
Your statenment and information submtted to the Comm ssion
during the public neeting have been forwarded to the Corps
of Engi neers Northwestern Division for consideration and use.
The foll owi ng paragraphs provide the current status of Corps
consideration of nodified Mssouri River Reservoir operations
and opportunities.

On August 31, 2001, the Corps Northwestern Division
published its revised draft environnental inpact statenent
(RDEI'S) for public and agency review and comment. During the
6- nont h comment period, extending from August 31, 2001, to
February 28, 2002, workshops and hearings will be conducted



from Hel ena, Montana, to New Ol eans, Louisiana, to provide
information on the RDEIS and solicit input fromindividuals,
tribes, states, other Federal agencies, and interest groups.
Corps of Engineers Mssissippi Valley Division staff will be
avai | abl e during workshops at the M ssissippi River |ocations.
Each nmeeting will follow the sane format with a public

i nformati onal workshop from2:00 to 5:00 p.m and a public
heari ng each evening beginning at 7:00 p.m Locations al ong
the M ssissippi R ver include:

Novenber 13, 2001 Radi sson Hotel and Suites
2000 North Fourth Street
St. Louis, Mssouri 63102
(314) 621-8200

Novenber 14, 2001 Radi sson Hot el
185 Uni on Avenue
Menphi s, Tennessee 38103
(901) 528-1800

Novenber 15, 2001 Pont chartrai n Hot el
2031 St. Charl es Avenue
New Ol eans, Louisiana 70140
(504) 524-0581

Fol | owi ng | anguage in the Senate version of the Fisca
Year 2002 Appropriations Bill, the RDEIS presents a range of
alternative water control plans with and without a spring rise
and | ow sumrer flows from Gavins Point Dam The RDElI S does not
identify a preferred alternative, which provides an unbi ased
forumfor public coment. It also allows the Corps and the
Adm nistration nore time to evaluate public comments and the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Science report prior to making inportant
deci sions regarding M ssouri River operations. The National
Acadeny of Science report is to be conpleted this fall

Specifically, the RDEIS presents the inpacts of six
alternative fl ow managenent plans on a nunber of inportant
econom ¢ uses and environnental resources in the M ssouri
Ri ver Basin. The RDEIS al so exanmi nes the inpacts of these
alternatives on M ssissippi R ver navigation econom cs and
shal | ow wat er habitat.



After considering all public comments, the results
of a study being conducted by the National Acadeny of Sciences,
and other relevant information, the Corps will prepare a final
environnment al inpact statenent and a record of decision. These
docunments will serve as the basis for revising the master water
control manual and for devel opi ng an annual operating plan.
Currently, inplenentation of the selected plan is schedul ed
for March 2003.

The Upper M ssissippi River System Fl ow Frequency Study
W Il provide updated flood profiles for the Lower M ssouri,
Upper M ssissippi, and Illinois Rivers. These profiles are
fundanmental to all aspects of floodplain nmanagenent. The
study made significant progress during Fiscal Year 2001 and
is expected to be fully funded ($1.2 million) in Fiscal Year
2002. The Flow Frequency Study is on track for conpletion in
March 2003.

On August 2, 2001, the Director of Civil Wrks, on behalf
of the Chief of Engineers and the Assistant Secretary of the
Arnmy for Cvil Wrks, instructed the Corps of Engineers to
resume the Upper M ssissippi River-Illinois Waterway System
Navi gation Study. The refocused study will develop a plan to
be used as a framework for the environmental sustainability of
the river's navigation system ecosystem and fl oodpl ai n manage-
ment, while preserving the operational characteristics of each.
A col | aborative process is underway with all stakehol ders of
the Upper M ssissippi River to prepare an interimreport on a
conpr ehensi ve managenent plan by July 2002 with a final report
due | ater

The National Federal Senior Principals Task Force was
establ i shed by the Corps of Engineers to provide national-Ievel
bal ance and gui dance on i nportant econom c and environnent al
issues to assist in bringing this study to conpletion and to
advi se the Corps on appropriate study adjustnents to address
t he National Research Council recommendations. The Principals
G oup includes senior Washi ngton adm nistrators of the Maritine
Adm nistration, the Agricultural Mrketing Service of the U S.
Department of Agriculture, the Fish and Wldlife Service, the
Envi ronmental Protection Agency, and the Corps of Engineers.



The Corps intends to continue to involve this group throughout
the life of this study. A regional version of the group also
provi des Federal interagency input for the study. As Conmander
of the Corps' Mssissippi Valley Division, | amchairman of this
Regi onal I nteragency Wrk G oup.

As you know, the Conprehensive Plan was aut horized by the
WAt er Resource Devel opnent Act of 1999 to address system c flood
damage reduction and rel ated water resource problens in the
Upper M ssissippi and Illinois Rivers. The plan was not funded
in the budget subm ssion. However, funding is in the House and
Senate mark-up of the Fiscal Year 2002 budget, and we antici pate
that it will be inthe final bill. If funded, the Corps is
dedi cated to conpleting the plan on tine and wi thin budget.

The Corps will continue its efforts to neet the flood
control, navigation, and environnmental needs in the M ssissipp
Vall ey. Qur success is largely attributable to a strong
partnership with | ocal interests and associ ati ons such as yours.

Thank you again for your participation in St. Louis. The
Commi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and | ooks forward
to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



