Dear Ms. Haake:

Thank you for participating in the Mssissippi River
Commi ssion public neeting held in Marquette, |lowa, on
August 12, 2002.

In your statenment you outlined the inportance of the

M nnesota River and its inpact on the M ssissippi R ver. The
wat ershed districts are providing a val uable service by using
best nmanagenent practices to provide good water quality and to
prevent sedinment fromflowng into the Mssissippi River from
streans, creeks, and smaller rivers. As you nentioned, the
benefits fromthis careful approach are already evident in the
return of birds and wildlife to the river valley.

You nentioned that the M ssissippi R ver Conmm ssion does
not include a nenber fromthe upper M ssissippi R ver basin
The President of the United States appoints nmenbers to the
Commi ssi on based on i nput from Congressi onal, non-governnment
organi zations, and citizens of the valley. The Conm ssion’s
seven nenbers, who are physically located in Chio, O egon,
Virginia, Mssouri, Arkansas, M ssissippi, and Louisiana, are
committed to representing the interests of all river users
along the entire river system

We appreci ated hearing your kind remarks about the St. Pau
District’s courteous and hel pful | ock and dam operators and the
har bor and channel mai ntenance work perfornmed by the District.

The Comm ssion val ues your views and comments. W | ook
forward to your continued participation as we work to address
t he many econom c, environnental, and recreational issues of
the upper M ssissippi River.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny



President, M ssissippi River
Conmm ssi on



