Dear M. G eenwood:

Thank you for your testinony before the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion at the public neeting held in Menphis, Tennessee,
on March 5, 2002. 1In your statenent you expressed concern over
t he Fiscal Year 2003 funding |level for the M ssissippi R ver and
Tributaries (MR&T) project, support for the Upper Yazoo project,
appreci ation for the ongoing and pl anned seepage control
projects along the Yazoo- M ssissippi Delta (YMD) | evee, the need
for additional gravel on the upper half of your |evee district,
and a commtnent to co-sponsor Continuing Authorities projects
with |l ocal governnents.

The Commi ssion recogni zes the efforts of your board in
securing additional funds for the MR&T project. As | nentioned
in nmy opening remarks, the Fiscal Year 2003 budget request for
the MR&T project is $280 million, which is $66 nmillion |ess
than appropriated this current fiscal year.

The Conmi ssion continues to strive for the conpletion of
t he Upper Yazoo projects. As of now, Item 4B construction,
j ust above G eenwood, is underway and schedul ed for conpletion
in June 2002. The contract awards for Channel Itens 5A and 5B
and Structure Item7 are scheduled for award before the end of
Fi scal Year 2002. The Conmm ssion acknow edges the successful
efforts of your Levee Board and the M ssissippi Valley Flood
Control Association in support of this ongoing work. The Corps
under stands the inportance of the Upper Yazoo projects and is
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working diligently to ensure the execution of all the Yazoo
Basin projects as rapidly as possible within avail abl e funds.

Thank you for your kind words regarding the efforts of the
Menphis District to inplenent seepage control projects al ong
the YMD | evee. The Menphis District has constructed a slurry
trench at Stovall and plans to inplenment several nore projects
over the next 2 years to mnimze the threat of underseepage
along the YMD | evee. The Comm ssion fully supports these
projects and appreci ates the cooperation and efforts of the
YMD Levee Board to inplenment them

In regard to your request for gravel on the upper portion
of your |evee system current funding limtations and rel ative



priority with other maintenance itens within the Menphis
District wll delay any near-term acconplishnent of gravel work.
Funding for the work perfornmed on the lower 37 mles |ast year
was congressionally added. The Menphis District staff wll
perform an annual inspection with you this year and determ ne
if any needs are critical and require imedi ate attenti on.

These needs will then be assessed relative to other maintenance
priorities.

The Corps | ooks forward to working with the YMD Levee Board
in pursuit of Continuing Authorities Program (CAP) projects. |If
you have any questions regarding the CAP, please contact M.
Denni s Abernathy of the Menphis District at 901-544-0798.

The Conmm ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

President, M ssissippi R ver
Conmi ssi on



