Dear M. Goodw n:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during our public nmeeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri. |In your statenent you addressed the
i nl and navigation systemon the Upper M ssissippi R ver, as well
as the inportance of navigation and water resource prograns as
they relate to American agricul ture.

On August 2, 2001, the Director of Gvil Wrks, on behalf
of the Chief of Engineers and the Assistant Secretary of the
Arny for Cvil Wrks, instructed the Corps of Engineers to
resune the Upper M ssissippi River-Illinois Waterway System
Navi gati on Study. The refocused study will develop a plan to
be used as a framework for the environnental sustainability of
the river's navigation system ecosystem and fl oodpl ain nanage-
ment, while preserving the operational characteristics of each.
A col | aborative process is underway with all stakehol ders of
the Upper M ssissippi River to prepare an interimreport on a
conpr ehensi ve managenent plan by July 2002 with a final report
due later. The National Federal Senior Principals Task Force,
along with the Regional |Interagency Wrk G oup on which you
serve, will be inmportant conponents of this collaborative
process. Your participation in this effort is valued and
greatly appreciated.



The Corps will continue its efforts to neet the flood
control, navigation, and environnmental needs in the M ssissipp
Vall ey. Qur success is largely attributable to a strong
partnership with |local interests and governnental agencies
such as yours.

Thank you again for your participation in our St. Louis
hearing. The Conm ssion | ooks forward to working with you on
the many conpl ex and di verse issues facing us on the M ssissi ppi
Ri ver and will be pleased to hear fromyou at future public
nmeeti ngs.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



