Dear M. Glfoil:

Thank you for your warm wel cone and presentation before the
M ssi ssi ppi River Comm ssion during the public neeting in Lake
Provi dence, Louisiana, on August 21, 2002. In your statenent
you di scussed the Adm nistration’s funding cuts for maintenance
dredgi ng and the econoni c inpacts.

The Conm ssion recogni zes the inportance of maintenance
dredgi ng of the Quachita-Black Waterway, Red River \Waterway, and
t he Lake Providence Port. The Adm nistration views conmmerci al
navi gation as a core m ssion because of the wi despread benefits
provided to the nation. The Adm nistration places a funding
priority on those ports and harbors that have high comercia
cargo volumes or | ow costs per ton-mle of commercial cargo.
These projects of interest to you have been identified as "l ow
use commerci al channel s or harbors" do not nmeet an assessnent
of national priorities.

The ports and waterways you mentioned are vital to
Loui si ana, and we recogni ze that devastating econom c inpacts
could result for the users of the ports and waterways if annual
mai nt enance dredgi ng ceases. Therefore, it is critical to keep
the users of the port and waterways inforned as well as the
| ocal community and Congressional del egation.

Thank you again for the presentation on behalf of the Port
of Lake Providence. The Conm ssion appreciates receiving your
views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public
neeti ngs.

Si ncerely

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssion



