Dear M. Gl der:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public neeting in Vicksburg,
M ssi ssi ppi, on March 6, 2002. |In your statenent you
requested dredgi ng assistance in the Geenville area

The Greenville reach of the M ssissippi R ver has a | ong
history of instability that has required frequent maintenance
dredgi ng and contributed to safety probl ens for the tow ng
industry in the vicinity of the Geenville Bridge. Because
of the conplexity of the overall problem extensive nodeling
efforts were conducted to determ ne the nost effective and
econom cal solution to provide a safe and dependabl e navi gati on
channel in this reach.

Fol | owi ng the high-water years in the md-1970's, the
channel fromWarfield Point to Vaucluse was wide and relatively
shal l ow, without an easily defined or naintained navigation
channel. Al though sone deposition occurred in front of your
facility in the early 1980's prior to the construction of the
di kes to which you refer, there has been no appreciabl e change
in height of the bar since that tine. Bed elevations today
are very simlar to those that were found in 1987 and 1988,
wi th the highest point being just below the average | ow water
level. This means that tows have essentially the sane access
to your site today that they have had for nearly 15 years.

The last two | ow wat er seasons have been very severe and have
no doubt affected your operations. However, as you are well
awar e, when such | ow stages occurred in the past, access to
your site fromthe channel was not assured because the ends

of the deeper area near the bank were frequently bl ocked.
Therefore, it is not clear that the Corps of Engineers’ efforts
substantially aggravated the problens to which you refer.
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We recogni ze the factors that nmake your |ocation attractive
for the service you provide to the navigation industry. Over
the years, we have devel oped alternative plans to accommobdate
your needs as nmuch as possible. Nunerous other nenbers of
the towi ng industry were consulted on their needs as well.
Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee access from the navigation
channel to entities that |ocate their businesses along the
riverbank. The various R vers and Harbors Acts that have been



enact ed by Congress over the years require us to nmaintain

navi gati on and flood control in an effective, econom cal manner.
These sane Acts clearly limt the activities that private

i ndustry or individuals may take, particularly when those
activities may interfere with the Corps’ ability to carry out
its responsibilities. Also, the Rivers and Harbors Acts do

not provide for conpensation to individuals or other entities
that may be affected by the Corps’ activities carried out

under the Acts.

We believe our efforts to inprove the Greenvill e reach have
been successful overall. Most of the significant construction
needs have been conpleted, particularly in the vicinity of your
facility. The increasing stability of the reach may lead to
usabl e conditions at your site for all but the | owest river
stages. You may wi sh to consider private dredging for those
unusual conditions.

Thank you again for your conments before the Comm ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Conmi ssi on



