Dear M. GCenz:

Thank you for participating in the Mssissippi River
Commi ssion public neeting held in Marquette, |lowa, on
August 12, 2002.

We appreci ated hearing your testinony on behal f of
M. Tinmothy Paurus regarding the increase in recreationa
boating on the river and the need to nove forward with the
Navi gation Study. W recognize the inportance of good
navi gation infrastructure. The challenge is to preserve the
M ssi ssi ppi River ecosystem while at the sanme tinme neet the
needs of transportation, recreation, and tourismin the region.
Be assured that all aspects of any navigation project proposal
will be fully investigated and docunented in the Navigation
St udy.

You nentioned that the M ssissippi R ver Conm ssion does
not include a nenber fromthe upper M ssissippi R ver basin.
The President of the United States appoints nmenbers to the
Commi ssi on based on i nput from Congressi onal, non-governnent
organi zations, and citizens of the valley. The Comm ssion’s
seven nenbers, who are physically located in Chio, O egon,
Virginia, Mssouri, Arkansas, M ssissippi, and Louisiana, are
commtted to representing the interests of all river users
along the entire river system

The Conmi ssion val ues your views and conments. W | ook
forward to your continued participation as we work to address
t he many econom c, environnmental, and recreational issues of
t he upper M ssissippi River.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny
Presi dent, M ssissippi River
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