Dear Gover nor Foster:

During the public neeting of the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion held in Houma, Louisiana, on August 23, 2002,
Ms. Karen Gautreaux presented conments on areas of concern to
your office. In her statenment Ms. Gautreaux discussed the
coastal erosion problens of south Louisiana. She nentioned
your personal interest in the ongoing efforts on the Coast 2050
or Loui siana Coastal Area (LCA) plan and requested that the
Conm ssion take a nore active role in the project.

The Commi ssion appreciates the efforts of the State of
Loui siana to devel op enduring partnerships with and between the
various Federal agencies, including the U'S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, for the devel opnent of a strategic programfor the
restoration of coastal Louisiana. The Commr ssion acknow edges
the urgent nature of this problemand the strong support from

all levels and agencies of governnent, including your personal
support and that of Louisiana s Congressional del egation.
Conti nued support and col | aborati on anong all parties will be

needed to ensure a positive outconme in the inportant battle
agai nst coastal erosion.

The Comm ssion will continue to support devel opnent of
t he Loui si ana Coastal Area Conprehensive Plan and associ at ed
feasibility studies and intends to take an active role in
seeking the tinely approval of this plan by the Adm nistration
and the Congress. A prelimnary draft of the Conprehensive
Plan is schedul ed for conpletion in July 2003 and the final
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report will be finished in tine for consideration in a
potential Water Resources Devel opnent Act (WRDA) of 2004.

The New Orleans District, in conjunction with the
Loui si ana Departnent of Natural Resources as the sponsor, is
currently conpleting feasibility studies for two conponent
projects of the LCA Conprehensive Plan. Draft feasibility
reports for the Barataria Basin Wtland Creation and Restoration
Study and the Barataria Basin Barrier Shoreline Restoration are
nearing conpletion, and the final reports will be finished on a
schedule that will allow these projects to be considered for
aut hori zation in a potential 2004 WRDA.



The Conm ssion appreciates receiving conments fromthe
State of Louisiana and | ooks forward to further discussions

with you or your staff.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier Ceneral, U S Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



