Dear Senat or Gautreaux:

Thank you for your comments during the M ssissippi R ver
Comm ssion public neeting held in Morgan City, Louisiana, on
August 23, 2001. In your statenent you di scussed the Lake
Pal ourde shoreline stabilization project, the need for a 35-foot
channel in the Lower Atchafal aya River, and concern about the
adequacy of the existing 15-foot channel in the Houma Navigation
Canal .

The Lake Pal ourde project is a prine exanple of positive
cooperation among the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers, Louisiana
Department of Natural Resources, St. Mary and St. Martin
Pari shes, and Morgan City. Construction of the rock retention
dike was initiated on July 7, and placenent of dredged materi al
began on August 31, 2001. The Corps estinmates conpl etion of
these activities in Cctober 2001. Currently the Corps
anticipates the need to place a “cap” of sand over the energent
land in Septenber 2002. Upon conpletion of this placenent of
material, the project will be conplete.

The Atchafal aya Ri ver and Bayous Chene, Boeuf, and Bl ack
Reconnai ssance Study is schedul ed for conpletion in Septenber
2001. In this study, the Corps is addressing the feasibility
of deepening the navigation project to depths of up to 35 feet,
based on navigation benefits. |If the conclusions of this
prelimnary analysis are that a deeper channel is econonically
justified and environnmentally acceptable, the Corps would
proceed to the nore detailed feasibility studies to further
devel op the plan. Flood control benefits will also be
considered in the feasibility study.

Prelim nary evaluation of a 20-foot-deep channel in the
Houma Navi gati on Canal indicates that the project, with a
benefit-to-cost ratio of approximately 2 to 1, is economcally
justified. The New Oleans District plans to initiate a



navi gati on study with the Louisi ana Departnent of Transportation
and Devel opnent to investigate the proposed action in greater
detail. The study duration is 12 to 18 nonths. Detailed design
of the lock is underway, and if construction is authorized, the
first construction contract would be ready for award by June
2004.

Thank you again for your presentation. The Conmm ssion
appreci ates receiving your comments and | ooks forward to hearing
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssi on



