Dear M. Gautreau:

During the public neeting of the M ssissippi River
Commi ssion held in New Ol eans, Louisiana, on April 11, 2003,
M. M ke Babin presented coments on areas of concern to your
office. Submtted for the record was a fornmal statenent that
expresses the views of your office and recommends i nprovenents
and continuing work on the M ssissippi River and Tributaries
(MR&T) flood control project. The responses below follow the
order of topics submtted in your statenent to the Conm ssion.

Recommendati ons for I nprovenents in the Pontchartrain Levee
District

As noted in your statenment, all nmainline Mssissippi River
| evees within the Pontchartrain Levee District are up to or
above the designated grade.

Sl ope pavenent jobs for the East Bank Gap cl osure are
schedul ed for award this fiscal year. The plans and
specifications are in local review W have sufficient funding
this fiscal year and anticipate that Fiscal Year 2004 funding
will be sufficient to conplete closure of all east bank pavenent

gaps.

The New Orleans District will work with the [evee district
to replace the sand/clay gravel in the |evee crown with crushed
i mestone. The stone woul d be purchased by the Corps and spread
by the Pontchartrain Levee District. The work will be schedul ed
as funding and priorities permt.
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Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity, Hurricane Protection, St
Charl es Parish

The New Orleans District is continuing efforts to expedite
the construction of the Lake Pontchartrain and Vicinity project
in St. Charles Parish. Although the Corps has not received the
appropriation for Fiscal Year 2004, we anticipate the need to
secure additional project funds to maintain the construction
schedule. The New Orleans District is proceeding as rapidly
as possible with the design and construction of this project.



Construction of the Cross Bayou Drainage Structure is
underway and we expect to conplete work by June 2003. The
St. Rose Drainage Structure was awarded in Cctober 2002. The
Al nedi a and Wl ker Canal drainage structures were awarded in
January 2003. Conpletion of those structures is scheduled for
2004. The work at the gap of the Gulf South Pipeline wll begin
in July 2003 and is scheduled to be conpleted by June 2004.
The contract to close the final gap at the Canadi an Nati onal
Rai |l road crossing is scheduled for award in August 2003. This
will provide a closed system of protection for the east bank of
St. Charles Parish.

Amte River and Tributaries, Bayou Manchac Wt er shed

The Conmi ssion appreciates your support of the study to
eval uate the fl ooding and ecosystemrestoration in the Bayou
Manchac Watershed and realizes the need to maintain the project
schedul e. The Project Managenent Plan was revised and forwarded
to you on March 13, 2003, for review and coment. Wile the
District continues to refine the project schedule, they are not
able to nove forward due to | ack of funds.

The Conmi ssion appreci ates the support, cooperation, and
assi stance provided by the Pontchartrain Levee District.

A copy of this letter is being forwarded to M. M ke Babi n.

Thank you for your presentation. The Conmm ssion
appreci ates receiving your conments and | ooks forward to
hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley
Brigadier CGeneral, U S. Arny



Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



