Dear M. Garrison:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Wst Menphis,
Arkansas, on August 19, 2003. In your statenent you expressed
concern regarding the flow of the M ssouri River

Regarding the M ssouri River Master Water Control Plan,
the Corps has not identified a preferred plan. The Conm ssion
has received testinony and correspondence expressing concern
about proposed nodifications and the potential for resulting | ow
flows on the Mssissippi River. The Corps’ objective inits
M ssouri River operations is to inplenent a water control plan
that neets the contenporary needs of the M ssouri River Basin,
serves the Congressionally authorized project purposes, conplies
wi th environnmental |aws including the Endangered Species Act,
and fulfills responsibilities to Federally recognized Tri bes.
There are a nyriad of conplex operational and resource
managenent issues. Upriver interests want high, stable |ake
| evel s to address recreation, irrigation, and hydropower needs.
Environnental interests seek a hydrograph that nore closely
appr oxi mates the natural hydrograph of the M ssouri River.
Downriver interests (below the dans) support different flow
regi mes for comrercial navigation, flood protection, nunicipal
wat er supply, and thermal generation.

The Corps is currently engaged in exam ning adjustnents to
the Modified Conservation Plan (MCP) and is conducting nunerous
nodel runs that elimnate the “fixed trigger” and “negative
storage check” features of the MCP. Mbdeling of these
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adjustnents to the MCP was requested by the M ssouri River
Basi n Association (MRBA) and includes the concerns expressed
by the State of Mssouri. The MRBA has indicated they have no
objection to nodification of the MCP alternative to elimnate
t hese features, provided the drought storage target of 42.7
mllion acre-feet for a drought simlar to the one experienced
in the 1980's as defined in its original 1999 recomendati on.

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.



Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



