
Dear Mr. Fryling: 
 

Thank you for your presentation before the Mississippi 
River Commission during the public meeting in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, on April 6, 2001, in which you presented comments on 
areas of concern to the Sierra Club Atchafalaya Committee.  The 
responses below follow the numerical order of topics presented 
in your written statement submitted for the record. 
 
 a.  Question 1.  To date, approximately $84 million of the 
estimated total Federal acquisition cost of $118 million has 
been appropriated for the Atchafalaya Basin project.  The 
current plan is to complete the acquisition of fee lands this 
fiscal year and the acquisition of easement lands in Fiscal Year 
2004.  When the acquisition of property interests by the Corps 
and the State of Louisiana in the Lower Atchafalaya Basin is 
completed, 595,000 acres will be protected by appropriate 
easements or public ownership. 
 
 b.  Question 2.  Budgeted Fiscal Year 2002 funds are 
sufficient to continue real estate acquisitions in the 
Atchafalaya Basin at a pace to support the projected Fiscal  
Year 2004 completion. 
 
 c.  Question 3.  The fee acquisition element of the project 
will be 95 percent complete at the end of this fiscal year.  In 
Fiscal Year 2002, New Orleans District plans to acquire small 
properties located adjacent to the public access lands to 
achieve the 50,000 authorized acres. 
 
 d.  Question 4.  Funds in the amount of $4,500,000 have  
been scheduled for the continued acquisition of easement lands  
in Fiscal Year 2002.  There are no restrictions on this funding. 
 
 e.  Question 5.  The New Orleans District staff attempted  
to locate willing sellers of large tracts of cypress-tupelo 
lands  
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in the lower portion of the Atchafalaya Basin but were not 
successful.  Potential acquisition sites were located, and the 
landowners were contacted.  However, they were not willing to 
sell.  At that point, the District consulted environmental 
organizations such as Sierra Club, Audubon Society, Earthjustice 
Legal Defense Fund, Nature Conservancy, and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and, with their concurrence, proceeded with  
the acquisition of 10,500 acres north of Interstate 10 from St. 
Martin Land Company.  This acquisition contains approximately 
6,500 acres of cypress-tupelo, which brings the total acres  
of cypress-tupelo under the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway System, 
Louisiana, project to approximately 26,200. 
 
 f.  Question 6.  The New Orleans District is continually 
communicating with other Corps offices and the Department of 
Justice about the importance of expediting the backlog of 
condemnation cases and improving the system, where possible,  
so that future cases may be processed in a more timely manner. 
 
 g.  Question 7.  The Corps does not pursue efforts to  
change Congressional authorizations.  We believe that the non-
Federal sponsor, the Louisiana Department of Natural Resources, 
is the proper agency to determine if it wants to pursue removal 
of the acreage and funding limitations with the Congressional 
delegation.  In this regard, the State of Louisiana would want  
to express its desire and ability to meet the cost-sharing 
requirements for operation and management of the additional  
fee lands.        
 

Thank you again for your statement before the Commission.  
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear  
from you at our future public meetings. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
      Edwin J. Arnold, Jr. 
      Brigadier General, U. S. Army 
      President Designee, Mississippi 
    River Commission 


