Dear M. Fryling:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting in New Ol eans,
Loui siana, on April 6, 2001, in which you presented comments on
areas of concern to the Sierra Cub Atchafal aya Commttee. The
responses below foll ow the nunerical order of topics presented
in your witten statenment submtted for the record.

a. Question 1. To date, approxinmately $84 nillion of the
estimated total Federal acquisition cost of $118 nmillion has
been appropriated for the Atchafal aya Basin project. The
current plan is to conplete the acquisition of fee lands this
fiscal year and the acquisition of easement |ands in Fiscal Year
2004. When the acquisition of property interests by the Corps
and the State of Louisiana in the Lower Atchafalaya Basin is
conpl eted, 595,000 acres will be protected by appropriate
easenents or public ownership.

b. Question 2. Budgeted Fiscal Year 2002 funds are
sufficient to continue real estate acquisitions in the
At chaf al aya Basin at a pace to support the projected Fiscal
Year 2004 conpl etion.

c. Question 3. The fee acquisition elenent of the project
will be 95 percent conplete at the end of this fiscal year. 1In
Fi scal Year 2002, New Oleans District plans to acquire snal
properties |located adjacent to the public access |lands to
achi eve the 50,000 authorized acres.

d. Question 4. Funds in the anount of $4,500,000 have
been schedul ed for the continued acquisition of easenent |ands
in Fiscal Year 2002. There are no restrictions on this funding.

e. Question 5. The New O'leans District staff attenpted
to locate willing sellers of large tracts of cypress-tupelo
| ands




in the I ower portion of the Atchafal aya Basin but were not

successful. Potential acquisition sites were |ocated, and the
| andowners were contacted. However, they were not willing to
sell. At that point, the D strict consulted environnental

organi zati ons such as Sierra C ub, Audubon Society, Earthjustice
Legal Defense Fund, Nature Conservancy, and the U S. Fish and
Wldlife Service and, with their concurrence, proceeded wth

the acquisition of 10,500 acres north of Interstate 10 from St.
Martin Land Conpany. This acquisition contains approxinmately

6, 500 acres of cypress-tupelo, which brings the total acres

of cypress-tupel o under the Atchafal aya Basin Fl oodway System
Loui si ana, project to approximately 26, 200.

f. Question 6. The New Oleans District is continually
comuni cating with other Corps offices and the Departnment of
Justice about the inportance of expediting the backl og of
condemnati on cases and inproving the system where possible,
so that future cases may be processed in a nore tinely manner.

g. Question 7. The Corps does not pursue efforts to
change Congressional authorizations. W believe that the non-
Federal sponsor, the Louisiana Departnent of Natural Resources,
is the proper agency to determne if it wants to pursue renova
of the acreage and funding limtations with the Congressional
delegation. In this regard, the State of Louisiana would want
to express its desire and ability to neet the cost-sharing
requi renents for operation and managenent of the additiona
fee | ands.

Thank you again for your statenent before the Conmm ssion.
We appreciate receiving your views and will be pleased to hear
fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Brigadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



