Dear M. Fox:

Thank you for your statement made before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public nmeeting held in Menphis,

Tennessee, on August 20, 2001. In your statenment you discussed
(a) the Wwlf River Restoration project; (b) extension of the
Nonconnah Creek project; (c) the Phase Il Stormater Managenent

Pl anni ng Assi stance to States (PAS) study; (d) an additional PAS
study request for Ceographical Information System (G S) mapping
of non-point source drainage outlets; and (e) a future request
for a water supply study.

The Conmm ssion fully supports new start construction
funding for the WIf River Restoration project. The President’s
budget request for Fiscal Year 2002 includes $205,000 to
conpl ete Preconstructi on Engi neeri ng and Design, which w |
ready the project for construction. As you recall in ny
presentation at the public hearing, | referenced this project as
an exanpl e of sustainabl e devel opnent.

In regard to new start construction funding, the budget
request for the Mssissippi River and Tributaries work has not
been sufficient in recent years to fund all work, to include the
starting of new projects. The budget has focused on conti nui ng
and conpl eting ongoing projects rather than starting the
construction of new projects.

In reference to extension of the flood control and
recreational elements of the Nonconnah Creek project, the
Menphis District is preparing a Project Managenent Plan ( PMP)
which wll contain previously negotiated scope and costs of a
reeval uation study to determne if these extensions are
feasible. The Menphis District expects to have the PMW
avail abl e for your review by the



first week in October. Upon concurrence in the contents of
the PMP and execution of a study cost-sharing agreenent, a
reeval uation study will be initiated.

The Commi ssion is pleased to hear about the partnership
anong the Menphis District, Shelby County, and the Chickasaw
Basin Authority in a PAS study with enphasis on devel oping a
Best Managenent Practice Stormwater Managenent Plan. The
Menphis District has conpl eted negotiations with an
architect/engineer firm and the study was initiated on July 26,
2001, with conpletion schedul ed for Decenber 2001.

The Conmission is aware that the Menphis District has
recei ved your letter requesting PAS work to devel op a
conprehensive plan to include hydraulic data for a county-w de
G S. Information devel oped for the conprehensive plan wll
result from hydrol ogi c and hydraulic anal yses and mappi ng of
unmapped drai nage basins with specific designations of
fl oodpl ai ns and fl oodways. The District staff wll schedule
a neeting with your office and the tax assessor’s office to
di scuss the availability of information and the scope of work
for the study.

In reference to your future request for the Corps of
Engi neers’ assistance in determ ning sound engi neering sol utions
to Shel by County s future ground water supply and quality, the
Menphis District will be pleased to neet with you to determ ne
t he best study approach and scope of work required. Please
contact Ms. Carol Jones of Col onel Jack Scherer's office at
901- 544-0658 to schedule a neeting to discuss this nmatter.

Thank you again for your presentation. W appreciate
recei ving your views and will be pleased to hear fromyou at
our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.
Bri gadier CGeneral, U S. Arny



Presi dent Designee, M ssi ssippi
Ri ver Comm ssi on



