Dear M. Fox:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Wst Menphis,
Arkansas, on August 19, 2003. In your presentation you
addressed the limted funding | evels for the Planning Assistance
to States Program (PAS) and the need for a holistic and
conpr ehensi ve groundwat er and surface water study in the
Menphi s Metropolitan area.

The Commission is aware that there are an increased nunber
of requests for studies under the PAS program yet the funding
| evel per state remains at $500,000. Change to the funding
| evel s per state requires Congressional authorization. Congress
all ocates the overall budget and may earmark funds for certain
PAS projects either within available funds or fromspecifically
added funds. Wthin the Congressional allocation, the
Headquarters of the U S. Arny Corps of Engi neers all ocates noney
toits divisions, partially based upon prior year's execution,
and then the divisions allocate noney anong its districts, based
upon bot h execution and proposed program Per your request, the
M ssi ssippi Valley Division reviewed the funding | evels provided
for this programfor the State of Tennessee and, in particular,
for the Shel by County area, to determne if the area is
receiving its fair share of funds. The review indicated that
Shel by County has received its fair share of PAS funding
all ocated to the Menphis District in recent years.

Regardi ng a holistic and conprehensive groundwater and
surface water study in the Menphis Metropolitan area, the
Conmi ssion is aware that increased residential and econonic
devel opnent in the area is depleting the area’ s wetl ands
surcharge areas. This has created a need to anal yze the
quality and quantity of ground and surface water. As you know,
bot h aut hori zati on and appropriations are needed to initiate a
st udy.

The Comm ssion acknow edges your gratitude for the U S
Arny Corps of Engineers efforts on the Wl f River Restoration
proj ect, the Nonconnah Creek Extension study, and the MIIington



Big Creek study. W look forward to continuing our partnership
on these and future studies and projects in the Shel by County

ar ea.

The Conmm ssion appreciates receiving your views and w ||
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



