Dear Ms. Flippo:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion during the public nmeeting held in Davenport,
| owa, on August 13, 2002. In your statenent you expressed your
support for the construction of 1200-foot |ocks and safety
concerns for deckhands involved in double |ockages.

The need to noderni ze the system of | ocks and dans on the
Upper M ssissippi and Illinois Rivers is being addressed in the
Upper M ssissippi River and Illinois Waterway (UVR-IWN System
Navi gati on Study. The UVR | WV Syst em Navi gati on Study has been
restructured to give equal consideration of fish and wildlife
resources and navigation inprovenent planning consistent with
recomrendati ons fromthe National Research Council and the
Federal Principals Goup. The restructured study will ensure
the UVR-1 WN system continues to be a nationally significant
ecosystem and a nationally significant commercial navigation
system as desi gnated by Congress. The restructured study w ||
address the navigation efficiency needs of the UVR-1WV the
ongoi ng cunul ative effects of navigation, and the ecosystem
restoration needs with a goal of attaining an environnentally
sust ai nabl e navi gati on system The full econom c and
envi ronnental eval uati ons necessary to support a potenti al
recommendation for construction of navigation inprovenents and
i npl ement ati on of ecosystemrestoration neasures will be
conpl eted by October 2003. These potential plans will be
presented at a series of public neetings beginning in October
2003 to gain public input prior to nmaking a final
recommendation. The final feasibility report is currently
schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. For nore information and
details concerning the UMR I WV Syst em Navi gati on St udy,
pl ease refer to the Rock Island District website:
http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml/unr-iwwsns/.
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The Corps appreciates your comments and concern for the
saf ety of towboat deckhands during the | ocking process.
Enpl oyees at the | ocks work very closely with barge operators
to ensure proper protocols and safety neasures are utilized in
t he | ocking process. Safety concerns were also identified
during the alternative devel opnent and eval uation stage of the
navi gation study. Safety issues for the deckhands and | ock



operators will be considered in the final fornulation of
alternatives.

Thank you again for your comments before the Conmm ssion.
We appreciate your concern, support, and interest in the
viability, efficiency, and safety of our Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver System navigation infrastructure and | ook forward to
hearing fromyou at our future public meetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssi on



