Dear Ms. Fli ppo:

Thank you for your statenment subm tted during the public
open house held in Miscatine, |lowa, on August 4, 2003. Your
statenent was filed for the record during the public neeting of
the M ssissippi River Conm ssion held in Hannibal, M ssouri, on
August 14, 2003. In your statenent you expressed your support
for the construction of 1,200-foot |ocks and security at the
| ock and dam sites.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers has a programin progress
to protect critical infrastructure. At some |ock and dans, this
can nmean a restructuring of visitor access to the site. It is
the goal of the Corps to allow visitors at all Corps sites
consistent with protection of the site critical assets. The
Corps is coordinating waterborne threat assessnments with the
U S. Coast Cuard because the Coast Guard is responsible for
wat er borne security in the United States. Security neasures
addressing watercraft are in the planning stages.

The Upper M ssissippi Rver-IIlinois Waterway System Navi gati on
Feasibility Study team has recently presented their tentative
alternative plans to i nprove navigation efficiency. For a
detail ed description of these alternatives and the decision
process that will lead to the selection of a final recomended
pl an, please refer to the July 2003 Status Report found in the
“Newsl etters and Status Reports” section of the study website
(http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml/unr-iwwsns/). The full economc
and environnmental eval uations necessary to support a potenti al
recommendati on for construction of navigation inprovenents and
i npl enmentati on of ecosystem restoration
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nmeasures were conpleted in Cctober 2003. These tentative
alternative plans were presented at a series of public neetings
in Cctober 2003. The Septenber 2003 study newsletter, also
provi ded on the study’s website in the “Newsletters and Status
Reports” section, provides dates and | ocations of the public
meetings. The final feasibility report is currently schedul ed
for conmpletion in 2004.

The M ssissippi River Conmm ssion appreciates your comments
and concern for the security and efficiency of our inland



wat erway navigation infrastructure. Corps personnel are working
closely with our stakeholders to ensure the Upper M ssissippi

Ri ver Systemcontinues to be a nationally significant ecosystem
and a nationally significant conmercial navigation system as
desi gnated by Congress.

The Conmi ssion appreciates receiving your comments and wil |
be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, US. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissippi
Ri ver Conmi ssion



