Dear Ms. Favill a:

Thank you for your remarks before the M ssissippi River

Commi ssi on during our public nmeeting held in Alton, Illinois, on
August 15, 2002. In your remarks you expressed concern
regarding the tardiness or |ack of response to statenments and
guesti ons asked at hearings and/or neetings. |In addition, you

al so indicated that you had not received a reply to a Freedom of
I nformati on Act (FO A) request regarding the Solid Waste Agency
of Northern Cook County (SWANCC) decision and isol ated wetl ands.
You al so di scussed the Upper M ssissippi River-IIlinois Waterway
(UVR- 1 WN System Navigation Study and the budget constraints on
t he Environnental Managenent Program (EMP).

Qur Comm ssion policy is to respond to all persons who nade
comments during our public neetings. Qur records indicate you
received a response dated COctober 12, 2001, to your presentation
given at the August 17, 2001, public hearing held in St. Louis.
The St. Louis District acknowl edges the recei pt of coments
received at its public neetings relative to regulatory issues
and al so responds to questions that may have been requested at
meetings. |If you have specific instances in which you have nade
a comment or request and did not receive a response, please
contact Ms. Julie Ziino, Executive Assistant in the St. Louis
District, at (314) 331-8016 regarding the specific instance.

The six Districts of the Mssissippi Valley Division area strive
to respond to formal questions fromour |local interests on al
matters, or in sone cases send an acknow edgenent card as the
response when there are no specific itens that need to be

answer ed.
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There have been two FO A requests this past year from your
organi zation. The first request was received in the St. Louis
District on January 22, 2002. On January 29, 2002,
correspondence acknow edgi ng the request was sent to the
requester. On March 26, 2002, a partial denial was issued to
t he requester based upon the attorney work product exenption.
The requester filed an appeal on May 16, 2002. The appeal was
forwarded t hrough the chain of command on May 20, 2002. On
July 10, 2002, the Mssissippi Valley Division directed the St.
Louis District to release the docunents, and they were rel eased
on August 19, 2002.



The second request was received on May 20, 2002. On
May 28, 2002, the St. Louis District placed a tel ephone call to
the requester for nore information because the request appeared
to be a duplicate of the first request. The requester clarified
t he request and indicated that it was for any permts or
applications that were issued/ accepted since the SWANCC deci sion
on Corps jurisdiction on wetlands. On August 23, 2002, the
District contacted the requester to go over the list and asked
the requester to further clarify or perhaps narrow down the
request. The District has recently followed up with an
additional request for clarification and is awaiting a response.
The District’s goal is to avoid a duplication of the previous
request. Therefore, it is suggested that a response to the
District’s letter will enable an agreenent to be reached on the
exact scope of your request.

The UMR-1 WV System Navi gati on Study has been restructured
to give equal consideration of fish and wildlife resources and
navi gati on i nprovenent planning consistent with recommendati ons
fromthe National Research Council and the Federal Principals
Group. The restructured study will ensure the UVR-1WNVN system
continues to be a nationally significant ecosystem and a
nationally significant conmercial navigation system as
desi gnated by Congress. The restructured study will address the
navi gation efficiency needs of the UVRIWVN the ongoi ng
cunul ative effects of navigation, and the ecosystemrestoration
needs with a goal of attaining an environnentally sustainable
navi gati on system The full econom c and environnent al
eval uati ons necessary to support a potential reconmendation
for construction of navigation inprovenents and i npl enentation
of ecosystemrestoration neasures will be conpleted by October
2003. These potential plans will be presented at a series of
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public neetings beginning in Cctober 2003 to gain public input
prior to making a final recommendation. The final feasibility
report is currently scheduled for conpletion in 2004. For nore
information and details concerning the UVR-1 WV Syst em Navi gati on
Study, please refer to the Rock Island District website:
http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml/unr-iwsns/.

We under stand your concerns regardi ng the budget
constraints of the Environnental Managenment Program The U. S.
Armmy Corps of Engineers recogni zes the need for sustained EMP
fundi ng, but the Administration’s budget constraints affect al



progranms. The Corps, in its nmanagenent of EMP, recogni zes the
need to investigate alternative solutions to habitat restoration
and enhancenent projects. The majority of projects within the
St. Louis District strive for a balance of structural and non-
structural solutions. The program pronotes conpl eteness,
efficiency, effectiveness, and acceptability in our planning,
desi gn, and construction of EMP projects. The use of structural
desi gns and wel | -coordi nated native plantings and forest
managenent plans ensures a diversity of solutions that hopefully
nmeets the goals and objectives of these projects. The EWVP staff
at St. Louis District will continue to collaborate with our
state and Federal sponsors on specific projects and will work

Wi th nonprofit organizations such as the Sierra Cub and the
general public to maxi m ze regi onal understandi ng and support
for the program

Bal ancing the flood control, navigation, and environnental
needs within the M ssissippi Valley remains a challenge. Your
continued input is invaluable to the Corps' ability to nmeet this
chal l enge. The Commi ssi on appreciates receiving your views and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Brigadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Commi ssion



