Dear Ms. Favill a:

Thank you for your comments before the M ssissippi R ver
Comm ssion during our public neeting held on August 17, 2001,
in St. Louis, Mssouri. In your statenment you discussed
strengt hening regulations that will protect fragile wetl ands
al ong the M ssissippi River.

You expressed concern regardi ng the proposed changes to
the Nationw de Permts Program (NWP) and associ ated gener al
conditions currently available for public comment (Federal
Regi ster dated August 9, 2001). You believe that the proposed
NWP and general conditions would provide too much flexibility
to the regulatory programw th conplete disregard for the
i nportance of wetlands and the need for stringent environnental
review. Although a few of the proposed changes to the NWP
and/ or general conditions provide renoving specific references
to acreage or linear-feet requirenents, it is noted throughout
t he Federal Register notice that the Corps nmintains the
i nportance of protecting all aquatic resource systens (i.e.,
waters of the United States, including wetlands). The Corps
strives to inplenent its Regulatory Programas fairly and
inpartially as possible to the regul ated public, while providing
protection to the aquatic environnent.

The conment period on the proposed NWP and associ at ed
general conditions has been extended 15 days fromthe original
cl osure date of Septenber 24. The St. Louis District wll
forward your conmments to the Corps Headquarters for inclusion
into the public record.



The Corps of Engineers will continue its efforts to neet
the flood control, navigation, and environnmental needs in the
M ssissippi Valley. Qur success is largely attributable to a
strong partnership with our |ocal interests.

Thank you again for your participation in St. Louis. The
Comm ssi on appreci ates receiving your conments and | ooks forward
to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssi ssi ppi
Ri ver Commi ssi on



