Dear Ms. Favill a:

Thank you for your presentation made before the
M ssi ssi ppi River Commi ssion during the public neeting held in
St. Louis, Mssouri, on August 15, 2003. In your statenent you
specifically addressed issues relative to the Upper M ssissipp
Ri ver System Envi ronnmental Managenent Program ( UVRS- EMP) and
the Upper M ssissippi Rver-Illinois Waterway (UVR-1WN System
Navi gati on Feasibility study.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes your concerns relative to the
appropriations to the UVRS EMP program W continue to keep
Congress informed relative to the additional capabilities for
this program The EMP currently has six projects under
construction with two schedul ed for conpletion in 2004. Sixteen
additional projects are in various stages of design and wll
provide future habitat rehabilitation and enhancenent. The Long
Term Resource Mnitoring Program al so continues to provide
val uable information to scientists and managers on the upper
M ssi ssi ppi River.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes the position that your
organi zati on has taken to oppose the expansion of the |ocks
and dans on the upper Mssissippi River. The UVR | WV System
Navi gati on Feasibility study has been restructured to give
equal consideration to fish and wildlife resources and
navi gation i nprovenent planning consistent with recommendati ons
fromthe National Research Council and the Federal Principals
G oup. The primary goals are to reduce or elimnate commerci a
traffic delays and i nprove national and regi onal economc
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conditions while restoring, protecting, and enhancing the
environnment. The study team continues to work very cl osely
with the basin stakehol ders to ensure the devel opnent of a

bal anced set of tentative alternative plans. Please refer to
the study website (http://ww2. nvr.usace.arny. ml/unr-iwwsns/),
especially the “Newsletter and Status Reports” section, for
regul ar study updates and additional clarification on a nunber
of study topics and issues. The full econom c and environnent al
eval uati ons necessary to support a potential reconmendation for
construction of navigation inprovenents and inpl enentation of
ecosystemrestorati on neasures were conpleted in October 2003.
These tentative alternative plans were presented at a series of




public neetings in October 2003 (see |atest newsletter for
dates, tinmes, and locations) in order to gain public input prior
to making a final recommendation. The final feasibility report
is currently schedul ed for conpletion in 2004.

The Commi ssion appreci ates receiving your coments and
will be pleased to hear fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conmi ssi on



