Dear Ms. Enerson:

Thank you for the statenment made on your behal f by
M. Aaron Washburn of your staff at the M ssissippi River
Commi ssi on public neeting on August 19, 2002, in Tiptonville,
Tennessee. In your statenent you di scussed the Corps response
to recent criticism the Fiscal Year 2003 budget request for the
M ssi ssippi River and Tributaries (MR&T) project, the need to
fund shal l ow-draft harbors, and the St. Johns-New Madri d,
M ssouri, flood control project.

The Conmi ssion appreci ates your continued support for the
US. Arny Corps of Engineers and its various water resources
projects. The Corps is commtted to sustaining the environnment
whi | e seeki ng econom ¢ and environnental solutions that support
and reinforce one another.

The Corps recogni zes and appreciates your efforts and
t hose of your colleagues in securing additional funds for the
MR&T project. Although the project is 87 percent conplete and
provides significant flood protection and navigation benefits,
there is still additional work to be conpleted to ensure that
the project functions properly and can accommobdate the project
desi gn fl ood.

In regard to funding for dredging of shallowdraft harbors,
the Comm ssion will continue to informour Corps of Engineers
headquarters of the concerns expressed by you and others on this
need.

The Conmission is pleased that review of the final
revi sed Suppl enental Environnental |npact Statenent for the
St. Johns- New Madrid, M ssouri, project has been conpl et ed.
This m | estone could not have been attained w thout your
tirel ess support and that of local interests.

Thank you again for your presentation at our public
nmeeting. W look forward to hearing fromyou or nenbers of
your staff at any of our future Conm ssion neetings.



Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Desi gnee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Conm ssi on



