Dear Ms. Enerson

Thank you for the statenment nade on your behal f by
M. Lloyd Smth of your staff before the M ssissippi River
Comm ssion during the public neeting in Cairo, Illinois, on
March 4, 2002. In your statenent you expressed appreciation
for the support of the M ssissippi Valley Division office and
the Menphis District in support of projects in your District.
You al so discussed the Fiscal Year 2003 President’s budget
request for the Mssissippi River and Tributaries (MR&T)
project; the Cormerce to Birds Point Levee project and review of
mai nt enance of its relief well collector ditches; work on the
Fi nal Suppl enental Environnental |npact Statenent (SEIS) for the
St. Johns Bayou-New Madrid Fl oodway; and the Wappapel |l o Lake
road raise and the Perry County | evee project.

The Conmi ssion recogni zes your efforts in securing
addi ti onal funds for the MR&T project. Although the project
is 87 percent conplete and provides significant flood protection
and navi gation benefits, there is still additional work to be
conpleted to ensure that the project functions properly and can
accommodat e t he project design flood.

The Conm ssi on appreciates your comrents regardi ng Menphis
District work on the | evee grade rai se and section enl argenent
of the Comrerce to Birds Point reach of the mainline M ssissippi
Ri ver Levee. In regard to the nmaintenance of the relief well
coll ector ditches, the Menphis District is currently review ng
the authorities and policies regarding mai ntenance of said
ditches in the Mssissippi R ver Levees project. Features of
the M ssissippi River Levees project include over 3,000 mles
of | evees and associ ated berns, floodwalls, drainage structures,
relief wells, and relief well collector ditches in the Menphis,
Vi cksburg, and New Ol eans Districts. The application of
mai nt enance policies and authorities for | evees and ot her
features of |evees are generally consistent throughout al
three districts. The Menphis District anticipates inplenenting
a solution that is consistent with legislative authorities and
Corps policies and regul ations. The Menphis District is
pl anni ng
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to neet with the | ocal sponsors (Levee District No. 2 of Scott
County and Levee District No. 3 of M ssissippi County), County



Comm ssioners, and your office in the near future to discuss
this and other issues.

The Menphis District is currently evaluating comments
received frompublic coordination of the Draft SEIS for the
St. Johns Bayou-New Madrid Fl oodway project. The District is
now preparing the revised Final SEIS and plans to file the SEIS
with the Environnmental Protection Agency early this summer,
t hereby begi nning a 30-day state and agency review. At this
time, the Menphis District will also request water quality
certification fromthe state of Mssouri for the preferred plan.
| plan to sign the Record of Decision (ROD) after the 30-day
state and agency review of the Final SE S and consi derati on of
comments received during that review. The ROD signing is
currently schedul ed for Septenber of this year. Signing of the
ROD, along with water quality certification, would conplete the
requi renents for conpliance with the National Environnenta
Policy Act and clear the way for construction on the project to
be resuned.

In regard to the Wappapel |l o Lake road raise and the Perry
County | evee project, the Comm ssion appreciates your continued
support of the road relocation project at Wappappel | o Lake.

In Fiscal Year 2002, work is continuing on the subordination
of Highway FF. The Corps plans to award a construction contract
for Hghway D1 in Septenber 2002.

The Conmm ssi on appreci ates your support of the Corps of
Engi neers. W | ook forward to hearing fromyou or nenbers of
your staff at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Edwin J. Arnold, Jr.

Bri gadier General, U S. Arny

Presi dent, M ssissippi River
Comm ssi on



